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OUR AIM 


MERICAN AVIATION is a fort- 
A nightly publication ambiti- 
. ous to serve aviation’s public 
wroughout the Americas with a 
omplete news service and construc- 
ve editorial comment. We believe 
re advance of aviation during the 
ext decade will bring more 
hanges in world business and liv- 
ig modes than have been brought 
bout by railroad development dur- 
ag the past half century in the 
Inited States. We shall gear this 
iagazine to this rapid change. 
Aviation today is a vast business 
nd we shall treat it as such. Every 
ity or hamlet of the world with a 
‘earby plot of flat, solid earth 
arge enough to facilitate the land- 
ng and takeoff of some sort of 
irplane or airship has suddenly 
ecome a seaport, actual or poten- 
ial. The air ocean has no limits— 
ouches every inch of the earth’s 
urface—can be navigated! Can 
ou realize what this really means? 
Jo you grasp the possibilities of a 
node of transportation that will 
1ot be held back because of the 
onstruction time and expense fac- 
ors which have made slow the 
idvance of inland waterways, rail- 
‘oads and automobile highways? 
Do you also fathom the possibilities 
for business and living changes 
with every town a port for ships 
that travel with greater routing 
flexibility and speed than modes 
of travel we have known—ships 
ten times as speedy as the fastest 
ocean going vessels? 


Aviation’s Public 
We have said that we are am- 
bitious to lead in news service to 
aviation’s public. Who are avia- 
tion’s public and in what are they 
interested? First let us ask the 
(Turn to page 12) 
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AMERICAN DENIED 2 
EXTENSIONS BY I.C.C. 
Decision May 27 Prevents A-A 
From Running Detroit-Cin- 
cinnati and Detroit- 
Indianapolis 
4) XAMINERS for the _ Interstate 
Cominerce Commission have pro- 
posed that the application of American 
Airlines, Inc., for permission to insti- 
tute and maintain passenger and ex- 
press schedules between Detroit and 
Cincinnati, and between Detroit and 
Indianapolis via Fort Wayne, be denied 
The report proposed by Examiners 
George A. Keyser and Lucian Jordan 
was made public Thursday, May 27, 
covering Air Mail Dockets 21 and 22 
in the LC.C. Application for the off- 
line services was made by American 
Airlines on November 23, 1936 
Following closely the proposed re- 
port on TWA’'s application to institute 
service between Winslow and San Fran- 
cisco, which the I.C.C. denied, the re- 
port in the present application said 
there was only one point at issue, and 
that was whether the extensions could 
be made under the limitations of Sec- 
tion 15 of the Air Mail Act of 1934 
(Turn to page 5) 


United Director 


GEORGE BROKAW COMPTON, 
member of the New York law firm of 
Compton, Dillon and Clark, who was 
recently elected a director of United Air 
Lines 





Vidal to Figure in Both 


Airlines and Manufacturing 


/ Rumors have been rampant that Vidal, 
with heavy financial backing, would re- 
enter the airline business with an inde- 
pendent route, thus opening up again 


UGENE L. VIDAL, former director 

of the Bureau of Air 
who has been linked by rumors with 
everything from independent airline op- 
erations to a new trans-Atlantic air 
route, flatly denied on May 24 to 
AMERICAN AVIATION that one of his 
plans was to parallel Eastern Air Lines 
with a competitive route between New 
York and Washington. 

On the other hand, Vidal left no 
doubt that he was actively in the air- 
line picture “somewhere,” that he will 
have airplane equipment early in July, 
and announced to AMERICAN AVIATION 
that in addition, he plans to enter the 
manufacturing field with the produc- 
tion of a new line of low-priced air- 
planes of radically-changed design 


Commerce, 


a cut-throat “war” which might be 
ruinous to established airlines. Most 
prominent rumor has been that Vidal 
would start an airline from Boston to 
Washington, with a New York stop at 
Bendix Airport, Teeterboro, N. J., or 
North Beach Airport. 

While definitely ruling out the New 
York to Washington possibility, Vidal 
was non-committal about a line from 
New York to Boston, admitting that 
a group has approached me on it.” 

He confirmed reports that he and 
his backers had secured a number of 

(Turn to page 2) 


| P. O. DANGLES AIR MAIL 
~ SUGAR; 5 NEW CONTRACTS 


Bids to be Asked on 5 


Choice Routes: Rush 
for Awards Seen 


APY! RTISING of bids for five new 
air mail routes, with the possibility 
that additional bids will be advertised 
for later, is scheduled for the first week 
in June by the Post Office Department. 

Indications are that the scramble for 
air mail awards will be the most hectic 
since the bids following air mail can- 
cellation in 1933, if not in the history 
of the air mail. Virtually -every air- 
line in the nation is planning to take 
part in the bidding, in addition to a 
large number of new and independent 
interests desirous of entering the air 
mail field 

Because of last-minute shifting of 
routcs to be advertised, due partly to 
politic: | manipulations, the list of five 
was only tentative at the time of 
Barring further shifting, 


routes 
going t 
these are 


press 


1. Washington to Buffalo via Balti- 
more and Harrisburg 

2. Winslow to San 

3 Jacksonville to Mobile 


hassee 


Francisco 


via Talla- 


4. Pittsburgh to Chicago via Day- 
ton 
5. Houston to Christ or 


Houston to San Antonio 


( orpus 


In addition there are other routes 
which may be shoved into the priority 
list, one of which might well be Huron, 
S. D., to Cheyenne. An extension of th. 
air mail route from Billings to Great 
Falls is expected to be authorized but 
this will not come vader the 


tion of a new 


classifica 
route 

For some time a route has been «on- 
sidered between either Denver or Pue- 
blo to Kansas City, Memphis and bir- 
mingham, but this is understood to be 
out” at present. Another possible route 
is from Detroit to Sault St. Marie via 
Mackinac City. Also in the picture is 
a cut-off between Minneapolis and Kan- 
sas City instead of the present routing 
via Sioux Falls, S. D. 


Last year the Post Office Department 
received $12,000,000 for air mail, and 
$250,000 has been added in a deficiency 
appropriation. This year the Post Office 
asked, and obtained, $14,250,000, effec- 
tive in the fiscal year 1938 which begins 
on July 1, this year. About $400,000 of 
this is for extensions of some of the 
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present routes, and new routes. Ac- 
cording to the Air Mail Act of 1934, 
as amended, the Post Office may contract 
for 32,000 miles, but to date the sys- 
tem extends to 29,789, permitting 
additional mileage of 2,411 miles. How- 
ever, the Post Office has plans underway 
for adding more miles to the system 
by changing its system of accounting. 
At present a method of counting maxi- 
mum mileage is used, whereas a number 
of the major lines do not use the 
maximum mileage of their routes on 
non-stop runs. Hence, by using aver- 
age mileages, the Post Office may gain 
a few hundred more miles and still re- 
main within the legal limitations. 
Wash.-Buffalo No. 1 

“Number one” of the new routes will 
be Washington to Buffalo, a line for 
which Representative Jim Mead, of Up- 
per New York State, has been com- 
paigning for many years. He has been 
given assurance by the Post Office, this 
year, that this route will be given pref- 
erence above all. Washington  ob- 
servers see in this assurance considerable 
significance concerning air mail legis- 
lation for this session. 

No less than a dozen bidders are ex- 
pected to go after this choice contract, 
for with the development of the Trans- 
Canada Airline, linked up with Trans- 
Atlantic air mail, the Washington- 
Buffalo link should build into one of 
the nation’s most profitable airlines. 
Eastern Air Lines, Western Air Express, 
Pennsylvania-Central, Hanford, Ameri- 
can Airlines and perhaps others, are 
reported to be ready to bid. The en- 
trance of Western Air Express into the 
eastern picture is seen as a move to 
build up and consolidate primary north- 
south routes among a few operators. 


Another line to receive many bids will 
be the Winslow-San Francisco cut-off. 
It will be recalled that the I.C.C. turned 
down an application by TWA, Inc., to 
fly this route a few months ago on the 
grounds that it was in violation to the 
Air Mail Act of 1934 prohibiting ex- 
tensions and off-line services that would 
be in competition with existing routes. 
The Post Office, however, has been anx- 
ious to open up an air mail service be- 
tween those points, considering it a 
part of the transcontinental air mail 
scheme. TWA, inc., will certainly be a 
bidder along with a number of inde- 
pendent companies. 

Since Wyoming Air Service is now 
anxious to withdraw from the territory 
south of Cheyenne by selling its Chey- 
enne-Denver line to United Air Lines 
and its Denver-Pueblo run to Varney 
Air Transport, it is expected that it will 
be awarded the air mail contract be- 
tween Billings and Great Falls. This 
extension will probably not be adver- 
tised. 


Howes Wants Line 

Proponant of a new line running from 
Huron, S. D., to Cheyenne, and serv- 
ing a number of communities in South 
Dakota, is First Assistant Postmaster 
General William W. Howes, a native 
political figure of that state. However, 
the Bureau of the Budget did not ap- 
prove an appropriation for this route 
and its status is in question. Hanford 
would be a prominent bidder for this 
contract since it would connect into 
that line’s present north-south line at 
Huron. 

Within the past few months, with 
legislation pending in Congress which 
would remove much of the jurisdiction 
over the airlines from the Post Office 
to the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, the Post Office Department has 
bent over backwards to curry favor 
with a number of the air mail contrac- 
tors. Virtually every airline of any con- 
sequence has been “approached” by offi- 
cials of the Post Office with some sort 
of “proposition” relating to new air 
mail contracts. 


American 


Since the airlines are at least nomin- 
ally back of the legislation now pending, 
many of the airline operators have been 
“on the spot,” not knowing just how 
far to play ball with the Post Office. 
Some of them have flatly refused to ac- 
cept proffers of extensions in the be- 
lief that they would be obligated to the 
Post Office in more than a_ business 
way. Others are jumping at the chance 
to strengthen their airline systems, a 
natural conclusion, since the present air 
mail bids will do much to direct the 
destinies of certain airline systems and 
keep out unfriendly competitors. 

The past two months have been hec- 
tic ones in the entire airline picture, far 
more turbulent than at any time since 
cancellation. The extensive hearings in 
both the House and the Senate on the 
McCarran-Lea bill to put the airlines 
under I.C.C. supervision and regulation, 
were constantly embarrassing to the 
Post Office, which has maintained an al- 
most dictatorial hand over the lines. 
All of this is not only well known but 
has been the most-talked-of subject in 
Washington aviation circles since the 
hearings began. 

P. O. Generous 

Almost anything the airlines have 
asked for in the past few months has 
been. granted by the Post Office. Post 
Office officials, on the other hand, have 
been busy “On the Hill’ attempting 
to line up votes against the McCarren- 
Lea bill when it comes on the floor. 

That there is a real scramble for the 
new air mail contracts is indicated by 
the plan of one line to put an end to 
all underbidding. “We're going to bid 
one cent a mile to get that line if its 
necessary,” an official said. It’s worth 
that much to us. We can apply for 
higher rates later but we can't afford 
to let a competitor in there at any 
price.” 

All of which has left the Post 
Office in an excellent trading position. 


Advertisements for bids for the five 
new routes were being prepared the 
week of May 24. It is expected that they 
will be announced sometime during the 
week of June 1, at least not later than 
June 7. Probably thirty days will be 
given before bids are opened, although 
one official said it might be sixty days. 
No specifications for bidding have been 
announced except that multi-motored 
equipment will probably be required. 
It is possible that only multi-motored 
equipment will be in use on all air- 
lines within a few months. A _ success- 
ful bidder has six months to prepare 
for starting operations. 


BERMUDA FLIGHTS 





Pan Am and Imperial 
Start Service 


Simultaneous flights preliminary to 
the early establishment of regular pas- 
senger service over the 780-mile route 
between New York and Bermuda, were 
made Tuesday, May 25, by Pan Ameri- 
can Airways and Imperial Airways. 

The British plane was a four-motored 
Short flying boat, the Czvalier. It flew 
from Hamilton Harbor, Bermuda, to 
Port Washington, L. I. in 5 hours and 
54 minutes, bucking headwinds the en- 
tire distance. It kept its altitude below 
1,000 feet. The Pan American Sikorsky 
clipper, aided by a twenty-mile tail 
wind, flew from Port Washington to 
Hamilton Harbor in 4 hours and 38 
minutes, maintaining an altitude of 8,- 
000 or more feet all the way. Capt. 
Harold E. Gray was in command. Both 
planes carried crews of eight, but no 
passengers, mail or other cargo. Subse- 
quent survey flights will be made at 
frequent intervals, with regular pas- 
senger service scheduled to start very 
soon. 


Prepare to 
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Vidal’s Ambitious Plan 
(Continued from page 1) 
Douglas DC-2’s, which will be de- the air mail contract was transferred 


livered about July 10. He would not 
state how many had been purchased. 
Some of them will come from TWA, 
but he said purchases had also been 
made from another airline. In addition, 
he has options on an order of new 
planes but would not confirm reports 
that these would come from Beechcraft 
and would be twin-motored six-passgn- 
ger ships designed for short hauls 

Vidal has also notified the Post Office 
Department that he will submit bids 
on at least several of the new routes 
soon to be advertised for air mail. He 
said no decision had been reached as to 
which routes he would seek but that 
“We are going to have plenty of planes 
and we will either use them somewhere 
or sell them.” The Washington-Harris- 
burg-Buffalo route is one that he is con- 
sidering and he also looks with favor 
on the Jacksonville-Mobile route which 
is expected to be adverti ed 

Has Two Alternatives 

Under the terms of the Air Mail Act 
of 1934, Vidal has two alternatives open 
and apparently he is biding time to see 
which opens up the best opportunities. 
One is to obtain air mail contracts and 
the other is to go into open competition 
with existing routes without mail. The 
law now prohibits any air mail con- 
tractor from operating in competition 
with other existing lines. 

That several of the major airlines are 
ready to fight parallel competition is 
well known. Airline interests saw in 
the new E.A.L. hourly schedules between 
Washington and New York a ready 
challenge to anyone who wants to offer 
competition, and is generally considered 
an “answer” to rumors of rival oper- 
ations. Vidal, however, said it would 
be “suicide” for anyone to buck E.A.L.'s 
hourly schedules without having any ad- 
vantage—and E.A.L.’s air mail contract 
is certainly an advantage. 

As for the New York—Boston opera- 
tions, American Airlines is reported to 
be ready to retaliate by disposing of 
planes and equipment now no longer 
needed to a “friendly’’ company. Trans- 
American Aviation Corp. is already set 
up for such a purpose but no moves by 
this new corporate set-up are expected 
until a cut-throat “war"’ is started else- 
where. It is rumored in aviation circles 
that Transamerican would compete with 
parallel service with TWA, Inc., New 
York-Pittsburgh and West, in retalia- 
tion against TW A's sale of planes to the 
Vidal interests providing Vidal should 
begin operating between New York and 
Boston. ' 

Allen Breaks Story 

First publicity in the press concerning 
a possible airline “ war" by which opera- 
tors would “go off the reservation” and 
invade each other's territory under the 
guise of “independent companies’’ was 
given by C. B. Allen, aviation editor 
of The New York Herald Tribune. 

As Allen pointed out, no agency of 
the Government has the power to pre- 
vent an operator without air mail con- 
tracts from starting up a competitive 
service carrying passengers and express 
The only condition is that the planes 
and equipment meet the safety regula- 
tions of the Department of Commerce, 

Vidal, however, has not divorced 
himself from National Airways, although 
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some months ago to Boston Maine Air- 
ways, Inc., and Central Vermont Air- 
ways, Inc., which are subsidiaries of 
Boston and Maine R. R., Maine Central 
R. R., and Central Vermont Railway 
According to Vidal, under a new ar- 
rangement not quite completed, the fi- 
nancial interests in these two airlines 
will be owned half by the railroads and 
half by himself, Paul Collins, (pres. of 
Boston-Maine), and Charles Solomon, 
manager of Washington-Hoover Airport 
in the national capital. 

One of the probable backers of Vidal 
in whatever operations he decides to 
embark upon will be Floyd Odlum, of 
the Atlas Corporation. Odlum is al- 
ready tied in with aviation through 
a directorship in Curtiss-Wright and in 
various other ways. In answer to ques- 
tions about financial backing Vidal mere- 
ly said, “There's plenty of money avail- 
able.” Whether John Hertz and Leh- 
man Brothers are interested could not 
be learned. 

Trans-Atlantic ? 

Vidal also said he has been “ap- 
proached” concerning a_ trans-Atlantic 
airline when he was asked if his pro- 
posed invasion of the New York-Boston 
reute and his present New England air- 
lines meant extensions or connections 
with trans-Atlantic operations. 

Despite the fact that he will have 
equipment ready in July to start an air- 
line, Vidal said his primary interest at 
the moment is in a new airplane design 
which he said was a complete departure 
from present designs. 

“When you see it you'll say that that’s 
what an airplane should have looked 
like all along.’” He said it would have 
a tricycle landing gear, could be built 
in all sizes and to fit all pocketbooks and 
could be produced far more cheaply 
than any plane now built. He said a 
foreigner had designed the plane but 
that the work had been done in this 
country. 

“T've spent the last four years looking 
for the right airplane design,” he said 
"I'm pretty sure I've found it.” 

He said definitely that it does not 
resemble the “foolproof’’ planes devel- 
oped by the Bureau of Air Commerce 
in his administration (such as_ the 
Weick, Hammond and Waterman). He 
made it clear that the appearance and 
price would result in large sales. A 
factory has already been decided upon, 
he said, but he would not say where 

“It wouldn't be the Bendix Air- 
port at Teeterboro, N. J., would it,” 
Vidal was asked. 

“I can't say yet where it is.” 

However, Vidal has not only made 
frequent appearance at the new Bendix 
aviation city at Teeterboro, but makes 
his quarters in New York at the Ben- 
dix offices. Observers believe that when 
the plans are completed, Bendix will be 
strongly in the picture. 

“I'm far more interested in this new 
plane design than running an airline, 
he said. “An airline is a headache. But 
this plane will really be something.” 

Vidal's previous airline connections 
were with the Ludington line which 
operated hourly service with Fords and 
Stinsons between New York and Wash- 
ington. 





Douglas to Add 3,300 Employees 


The Douglas Aircraft Corp. will increase the number of its employees by 


3,300 it is announced by Donald Douglas, president. 


The 


present 


employees is 6,700, which will be expanded to 10,000 by next January 1. 
The increase is made necessary by new orders, which now total $30,000,000 
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FIVE MILLION FOR AIRWAY 
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Senate and House Conference Committee Agrees to Give Air Commerce 


Bureau 3 Million Now and 2 Million Later in 1938 Budget 


HE Bureau of Air Commerce will 

receive a total appropriation of $11,- 
228,500 for the fiscal year starting July 
1, plus $2,000,000 for the next fiscal 
year starting July 1, 1939 which may be 
committed for expenditure during the 
coming year. 

These figures were agreed upon by a 
committee on conference of the Senate 
and House Appropriations Committees 
on May 18, and while the appropriation 
bill for the entire Department of Com- 
merce has not yet been reported out for 
a vote, it is not expected that changes 
will be made in the appropriation agreed 
upon for the Bureau. The bill has 
yet to be reported out and passed by 
both Senate and House, and forwarded 
to the President for signature before 
the matter is fully settled. 

While the Bureau will not receive 
the $8,862,800 for the construction and 
installation of air navigation aids which 
the Senate asked for, and which the 
‘airlines wanted, the funds available 
starting in July will enable the Bureau 
to embark on an extensive program of 
airway extensions. It is believed that 


* plans are being completed to announce 


requests for bids on a large number of 
projects immediately after July 1. Since 
considerable delays are expected in se- 
curing delivery of air navigation equip- 
ment, the Bureau is anxious to get the 
program started at once. The appro- 
priation gives the Bureau three million 
dollars at once and it may also com- 
mit the expenditure of two millions 
more for the following year. 
Budget Line-Up 

The Bureau’s line-up is as follows: 

Departmental salaries: For personal 
services in the District of Columbia, 
$628,000, of which $5,000 is available 
immediately. 

Establishment of air-navigation facili- 
ties: For the establishment of additional 
aids to air navigation, including the 
equipment of additional air mail routes 
for day and night flying; the construc- 

lon of additional necessary lighting, 
Gadio, and other signaling and communi- 
opting structures and apparatus; the al- 

eration and modernization of existing 
"Mids to air navigation; for personal ser- 
qyices in the field; purchase, including 
apchange, maintenance, repair and opera- 

on of motor-propelled passenger-carry- 
ing vehicles and aircraft for official use 
in field work; special clothing, wearing 
apparel, and suitable equipment for 
aviation purposes; and for the acquisi- 
tion of the necessary sites by lease or 
grant, $3,037,800, of which $7,500 
shall be immediately available: Pro- 
vided, That in addition to the amount 
herein appropriated, the Secretary of 
Commerce may, prior to July 1, 1938, 
enter into contracts for the purchase, 
construction, and installation of addi- 
tional air navigation aids not in excess 
ot $2,000,000: Provided further, That 
the Secretary of Commerce before enter- 
ing into any such contract shall per- 
sonally certify that in his opinion it is 
necessary in the public interest: Pro- 
vided further, That a full report of all 
such certifications and of all expendi- 
tures under this item shall be made to 
the Secretary of the Senate and the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives 
on or before July 1, 1938. 

TU 





Bureau of Air Commerce 
Budget 


(Fiscal Year July 1, 
June 31, 1938) 


1937- 


Selesies ...... ....-$ 628,000 
Establishment of air 
navigation aids 5,037,800* 


Maintenance of air 
navigation aids 

Aircraft in Commerce 

Research and Planning 


$11,228,500 

* $2,000,000 of this available July 1, 
1939 but can be obligated during this 
coming year. 


5,698,000 
1,582,000 
292,000 











Maintenance of air-navigation facili- 
ties: For all necessary expenses of opera- 
tion, maintenance, and upkeep of ex- 
isting aids to air navigation, including 
purchase, exchange, maintenance, opera- 
tion and repair of motor-propelled pas- 
senger-carrying vehicles and aircraft; 
purchase of special clothing, wearing ap- 
parel, and suitable equipment for avia- 
tion purposes (including boots, snow- 
shoes, and skis) ; books of reference and 
periodicals; $5,698,700, of which $58,- 
500 shall be immediately available. 


Aircraft in Commerce 


Aircraft in commerce: To carry out 
the provisions of the Act approved May 
20, 1926, entitled “An Act to encourage 
and regulate the use of aircraft in com- 
merce, and for other purposes,” as 
amended by the Act approved February 
28, 1929, and the Acts approved June 
19 and 20, 1934, including personal 
services in the field; control of air 
trafic on civil airways at air terminals, 
including necessary equipment therefor ; 
rent in the District of Columbia and 
eleswhere; contract stenographic report- 
ing services; fees and mileage of wit- 
nesess; purchase; purchase of furniture 
and equipment; stationery and supplies, 
including medical supplies, typewriting, 
adding and computing machines, acces- 
sories and repairs; purchase, including 
exchange (not to exceed $5,000), main- 
tenance, operation, and repair of motor- 
propelled passenger-carrying vehicles for 
official use in field work; replacement, 
by purchase or exchange, of aircraft 
(not to exceed $200,000); purchase 
of aircraft motors, aircraft and motor 
accessories, and spare parts; mainte- 
nance, operation, and repair of aircraft 
and aircraft motors; purchase of special 
clothing, wearing apparel, and similar 
equipment for aviation purposes; pur- 
chase of books of reference and periodi- 
cals; mewspapers, reports, documents, 
plans, specifications, maps, manuscripts, 
and other publications; in all, $1,582,- 
000, of which $11,000 shall be im- 
mediately available: Provided, that a 
detailed statement of expenditures from 
this appropriation shall be reported to 
Congress in the annual Budget. 

Safety and planning: Further to carry 
out the provisions of the Act approved 
May 20, 1926, entitled “An Act to en- 
courage the use of aircraft in commerce, 
and for other purposes,” through safety 
research relative to aviation equipment, 
personnel, and operation methods; 
$292,000. 


£643 


Miscellaneous features of the Buerau 
appropriation are: Traveling expenses 
shall be available in an amount not 
to exceed $2,000 for expenses of attend- 
ance at meetings concerned with the 
promotion of civil areonautics, and also 
expenses of illustrating the work of the 
Bureau of Air Commerce by showing 
of maps, charts and graphs at such 
meetings when incurred on the written 
authority of the Secretary of Commerce 
and shall also be available for payments, 
at a rate not to exceed 4 cents a mile, 
to maintenance and operating personnel, 
Bureau of Air Commerce, as reimburse- 
ment to such personnel of the expenses 
of the necessary travel in their per- 
sonally owned automobiles in connection 
with the maintenance and operation of 
remotely controlled air-navigation facil- 
ities, all of which may be considered 
as being within the limits of the official 
post of duty of such personnel. 

Appropriations herein made for main- 
tenance of air-navigation facilities and 
aircraft in commerce shall be available 
in a total amount of not to exceed 
$15,000 for expenses of packing, crat- 
ing, and transporting household effects 
of employees, in any one case not to 
exceed 6,000 pounds, when transferred 
from one official station to another for 
permanent duty. 


Three Important Features 


There are three important features 
of the 1938 BAC budget: the $5.,- 
037,800 for additional air-navigation 
aids, the doubling of the aircraft in air 
commerce appropriation to $1,698,700, 
and the $292,000 appropriation for 
safety research. 

_From 1927 to 1932 the Department 
of Commerce spent an average of one 
and two-third million dollars per year 
for air-navigation facilities. Since 1932 
the funds were sharply curtailed, and in 
at least one year, the Bureau turned back 
a substantial sum of money to the Gov- 
ernment when it failed to expend it. In 
1933 and 1934 expenditures for this 
purpose was zero, while the average 
annual expenditure from 1933 to 1936 
was less than $94,000. 

Thus the Bureau of Air Commerce 
begins its new fiscal year next month 
with far more money to spend on air- 
navigation facilities than at any time 
in its history. Furthermore, the addi- 
tional two million dollars available 
Starting July 1, 1939, is a boon for 
the reason that plans can be laid in 
advance and contracts committed. 

How many projects will be undertaken 
immediately could not be learned, but 
it is expected that about two-thirds of 
the 330 projects now on a priorty list 
will be completed under the current ap- 
propriation. Last summer the Bureau 
met with air-line operators, the Air 
Transport Association, the Air Line 
Pilots’ Association, the Independent 
Operators’ Association, the Aeronautical 
Chamber of Commerce, the National 
Association of State Aviation Officials, 
the National Board of Aviation Under- 
writers, the U. S. Weather Bureau, the 
U. S. Army, the U. S. Navy, the Marine 
Corps and the Coast Guard, and fol- 
lowing a discussion of the needs for 
improved airways system, each air line 
submitted its own list as to its require- 


Arey on its own particular route 
Gi 
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Master List $10,500,000 
It was estimated that all 330 proj- 
ects listed by the airlines would cost 
$10,500,000, but the Bureau selected 


those which it considered most import- 
ant and placed them in a priority list 
which was estimated to cost $5,000,000. 

Later, Colonel Edgar S. Gorrell, presi- 
dent of the Air Transport Association, 
submitted another list which totaled 
$14,500,000. 


Neither the master list estimated at 
$10,500,000, nor Col. Gorrell’s esti- 
mated at $14,500,000, however, were 


given serious consideration at the ap- 
propriation hearings held February last. 
For Colonel J. Monroe Johnson, Assist- 
ant Secretary of Commerce, flatly re- 
fused to ask for more than five millions. 

At the hearings in February Col. John- 
son said: 

“We come to you with a request for 
something under five million dollars 
additional appropriation for air naviga- 
tion facilities. That is all we can use 
for that purpose, economically during 
the year. Part of it is to be expended 
during the year and part of it obli- 
gated. That gives us just as much as we 
can wisely spend, and we should not 
tie up more money in the rapid advance- 
ment of aeronautics. Any additional 
amount of money that would be included 
in this item would be merely to obligate 
it and we would only obligate it when 
w> made up our minds how the work 


should proceed. 





Navigation Aids 
Expenditures from regular appro- 
priations of Dept. of Commerce for 
construction of new and additional 
airway aids 
Fiscal Year 
1927 . $ 269,533 
1928 1,481,610 
DE O45 eke ake swine 1,740,000 
1930 1,521,000 
1931 2,121,600 
1932 1,471,500 
1933 
1934 ; eres 
1935 287,900 
1936 ; = 87,000 
aA eee * 
1938 5,037,800 
* Not known. 











“As we come to you from the Budget, 
we are perfectly satisfied, and we feel 
that no more can be wisely and expedi- 
tiously spent. But we would like more 
latitude on how we are to spend this 
money than has heretofore obtained 

“I want more money in safety re- 
search and development than we have 
ever had. That is the way we have got 
to go 

Senate Wanted More 


It may be noted that the Senate ap 
propriations committee voted to give 


the Bureau $8,862,800 for additional 
aids, $6,000,000 of which was to be 
available July 1, 1939 but which could 


be obligated during the coming year 
House pressure, plus Colonel Johnson's 
declaration that no more than five mil- 
lions was wanted, resulted in the con- 
ference report of $5,037,800 


(Turn to next page) 
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FAGG MAKING MANY 
B. A. C. CHANGES 


Two Major Vacancies Probably 
Will be Filled Soon to 
Complete Extensive Re- 

organization; Chart 


Made 


7 HILE the extensive reorganization 

of the Bureau of Air Commerce 
which has been in progress since March 
1 when Fred D. Fagg, Jr., took over 
his duties, is not completed, a portion 
of the new line-up is now available. 
More shifts may be expected during 
the next two months, but a reorganiza- 
tion chart was being worked out the 
week of May 24 showing that much of 
the shake-ups were over. 

Two major vacancies were existing 
on May 27, the chiefs of the safety and 
planning division, and the information 
and statistics division. The former is 
a new post, while the latter was vacated 
by Fred R. Neely on May 22. 


Following is the partial line-up: 


American 


VIBROMETER INVENTED 
WPA Develops Important Device 

for Use in Airplanes 

Invention and development of a de- 
vice to measure the vibration of air- 
plane parts has been announced by the 
Works Progress Administration for New 
York City. It is called a vibrometer, 
and has been constructed and tested at 
the Daniel Guggenheim School of Aero- 
nautics, New York University, under 
the guidance of Dr. Alexander Klemin, 
director of the school; F. K. Teichmann, 
professor of aeronautics there, and 
Martin Coan, electrical engineer and 
project supervisor. 

When applied anywhere on the plane, 
the device sets up artificial vibration 
in the part registering automatically its 
vibrating point. One special use to 
which the vibrometer can be put is the 
determination of plane parts that vi- 
brate in sympathy. An improved model, 
now under construction, will be 
equipped with a motion picture at- 
tachment, which will record the vibra- 
tions graphically and permit tests even 
in full flight. 


Aviation 





DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
BUREAU OF AIR COMMERCE 


Daniel C. Roper, 
Fred D. Fagg, Jr., 


Secretary of Commerce 
Director of Air Commerce 


Howard Rough, Assistant Director 
E. B. Cole, Technical Assistant 


Airways Engineering Division, Chief. . 
Airways Operation Division, Chief. 

Safety and Planning Division, Chief. . 
Administrative Division, Chief............. 
Information and Statistics Division, Chief. . 


Certificate and Inspection Division, (> 
Regulations and Enforcement Division, Chief. . 


.Charles I. Stanton 
Earl F. Ward 

. Vacant 

John Ss. Collins 
PTE 
Bryan M. Jacobs 


-Denis Mulligan 


Airways District Managers and Headquarters 


No. 1—Newark, N. J. 

No. 2—Atlanta, Ga. 

No. 3—Chicago, Ill. ..... 
No. 4—Fort Worth, Tex. .. 
No. 5—Salt Lake City, Utah 
No. 6—Oakland, Calif. 


..D. G. Van De Water 
. C. Copeland 
-Carl McCluer 


L. C. Elliott 
Cc. C. Lange 
H. T. Bean 


Supervising Aeronautical Inspectors and Headquarters 


District 

No. 1—Garden City, L. I., N. Y. 
No. 2—Los Angeles, Calif. ..... 
No. 3—Atlanta, Ga. ..... 

No. 4—Detroit, Mich. 

No. 5—Chicago, _ ae 

No. 6—Kansas Ci Mo 

No. 7—Dallas, Tex. eo 

No, 8—Oakland, Calif. 

No. 9—Anchorage, Alaska 


.S. L. Willits 
..J. S. Marriott 
Wiley R. Wright 
..H Neely 
..G. W. Vest 

1. W. Jurden 

T. Shumate 


R. D. Bedinger 
Hugh Brewster 


Air Line Inspectors 


. Jaynes, Chief. . 
. Yuravich, Chief. . 


ed 
nD 


.Air Line Inspection Service (Interstate) 
.Air Line Inspection Service (International ) 


Air Line Radio Air Lire Maintenance 
G. Q. Caldwell J. C. Annis Reeder Nichols 
R. W. Delaney A. P. Kerr Ford Studebaker 
M. H. Goodnough G. W. Lossow 
L. S. Harding W. E. Phelan 
R. I. Hazen Cc. B. Reed 
N. B. Ison O. A. Rosto 
Roy Keeley O. L. Wallace 
J. L. Kinney 


O. D. Murphy 


A completed organization chart will be published later. 








Five Million 
(Continued from page 3) 





The Senate won out over the House, 
however, on the appropriation for air- 
craft in commerce, which is the regu- 
lations section formerly headed by Col. 
J. Carroll Cone. Last year Col. Cone’s 
section had only something over $800,- 
000, while the new budget calls for 
over a million and a half. A _ con- 
siderable amount of this increase will 
go for new inspectors. The House had 
voted $844,000. 

The third feature of the 1938 budget 
is the new safety and planning division, 
for which $292,000 is available. The 
Bureau had asked for $400,000, of 


which $50,000 was to go for a medical 
research study of pilot fatigue. The 
Air Line Pilots Association vigorously 
opposed this particular item and it has 
been cut down to something over 
$30,000. Although the chief of this 
division has not been appointed, much 
of Mr. Fagg’s endeavors wil! be di- 
rected to this particular part of the 
Bureau. It is reported that some of the 
research work will be “farmed out.” 
At any rate, extensive studies in air 
navigation, radio, lighting, etc., will be 
undertaken. 





Eckener Honored 
The Daniel Guggenheim medal for 
1937 will be awarded to Dr. Hugo 
Eckener, the German zeppelin builder 
and navigator. 


for June 1, 1937 


Brownell Joins Howard 


Walter T. Brownell, test pilot for 
the airplane development section of the 
Bureau of Air Commerce for the past 
three years, has resigned to take a posi 
tion as test pilot with Benny Howard's 
aircraft company in Illinois. Brownell 
was associated with the low-price plane 
development program headed by John 
Geisse. Howard is said to have = 
fected designs for a twin-motored plane 
with unusually speedy characteristics 


Tr al 

U. S. Moves to Ease 
Exports of Helium 

A report signed by five Cabinet offi- 
cers recommending that the United 
States arrange to sell “any unneeded 
surplus” of helium for promotion of 
both commercial lighter-than-air craft 
development and medical and scientific 
purposes was submitted by President 
Roosevelt on May 25 to the Senate and 
House Military Affairs committees. 

Signing the report were Cordell Hull, 
Secretary of State; Harold L. Ickes, 
Secretary of the Interior; Harry L. 
Woodring, Secretary of War; Claude 
Swanson, Secretary of the Navy, and 
Daniel C. Roper, Secretary of Com- 
merce. 

A bill is now pending before Con- 
gress which would ease export restric- 
tions on helium. However, authorita- 
tive sources have stated that there 
never has been a law specifically pro- 
hibiting the export of helium, despite 
the writings of newspaper columnists 
and radio commentators, and that Ger- 
many has never made application for 
helium to fill its dirigibles. A reliable 
source said that if Germany had re- 
quested helium for the Hindenburg, 
‘there is no question but that the re- 
quest would have been granted.” De- 
nials have also been made that the 
price that would have been asked would 
have been excessive. It is also pointed 
out that the U. S. has been granting 
“about 25 or 30” requests for helium 
exports per year for some time. These 
have been for medical purposes. Only 
one nation was turned down when the 
use was obviously to be for military 
purposes. 


MARTIN RETRACES HOP 


Makes 25th Anniversary 
Catalina Island 





Flight to 


Turning back the prges of history 25 
years, Glenn L. Martin, Baltimore air- 
plane manufacturer retraced the route 
of his 1912 flight from Newport Bay, 
Calif. to Santa Catalina Island on May 
10. 

That early flight was made in a ram- 
shackle box-kite contraption, reinforced 
at the last minute with silk thread and 
some of his mother’s hairpins. It was 
the first time an airplane had ever ven- 
tured over the ocean. Martin, the third 
man in aviation’s history to build and 
fly an airplane, wore an inflated inner 
tube about his body for a life preserv- 
er and strapped a compass to his knee 
for an instrument board 

In striking contrast, the trip last 
month was made in one of the giant 
trans-Pacific Clipper ships, designed and 
built by Martin. 

“Twenty-five years from today, I'm 
flying back to Avalon with the finest 
ship in the world,” Martin predicted 
at a luncheon in his honor attended 
by aviation notables. 

“Our experimental days have ended,” 
he said. “The aviation ‘game’ isn’t a 
game any longer. It’s an industry. Big 
things lie in store for us. And we're 
going forward just as we've always 
done—like a great fraternity.” 


WYOMING AIR SALE 
UP FOR HEARING 


Varney and United Will Buy 
Pueblo-Cheyenne Sections if 
P.O. Approves Deal; 
Hearing Held 
May 27 
Sale of two sections of Wyoming 
Air Service’s route, between Pueblo and 
Denver, and between Denver and Chey- 
enne, came up for approval before the 
Post Office Department at a hearing 
held Thursday, May 27, in Washington 
Stockholders of Wyoming Air Service 
agreed on Feb. 26 to sell the Denver 
Cheyenne section to United Air Lines, 
subject to Post Office approval. Later, 
negotiations were effected with Varney 
Air Transport, now operating between 
El Paso and Pueblo, to purchase the 
Pueblo-Denver section. Since these are 
ali part of an air mail contract, the 
Post Office must approve the transfer 
The negotiations have been a part 
of the general shifting of routes in the 
Denver area and the increasing difh- 
culty of Wyoming to furnish adequate 
shuttle connections between Denver and 
United's terminal at Cheyenne. If the 
Post Office approves the sales, Wyoming 
will continue to operate its Cheyenne- 
Billings service, probabiy with multi- 
motored equipment, and doubtless will 
seek extensions of air mail routes in 
that territory, withdrawing completely 

from operations south of Cheyenne 

Marvin Landes, v.p. of Wyoming 
Air Service, arrived in Washington the 
week of May 17, and Richard Leferink, 
president, came later when the hearing 
was set. William I. Denning and John 
W. Cross, attorneys for both W.A.S 
and Varney, were presenting the case to 
the P. O. Decision will probably not 
be made immediately, although it is 
expected before the bids are advertised 
for air mail extensions and new routes 

Meanwhile the Wyoming State Tri- 
bune is expressing dissatisfaction with 
the way Denver is edging into the trans- 
continental airway picture. Heretofore 
Cheyenne has been an important junc- 
tion for air mail, passengers and ex 
press, but the Denver routings of United 
are not likely to take much away from 
the Wyoming city Typical of the 
current Cheyenne campaign was a large 
display advertisement in the Tribune on 
May 19 calling Cheyenne “The Aviation 
Capital of North America,’ and _ say- 
ing “Let us keep it that way.” The ad 
was inserted by J. Kirk Baldwin, State 
Treasurer of Wyoming. 


Ferguson Promoted 


Helena, Montana, May 8—William 
G. Ferguson, long an aviation leader 
in Montana, has been appointed mana- 
ger of Montanans, Inc., the state cham- 
ber of Commerce. He has for three 
years been assistant manager. He is 
State governor for the National Aero- 
nautic Association and was at one time 
associated with National Parks Air- 
ways. 


S.P.A. Meets July 16 


The annual meeting of the Sports- 
man Pilots Association will be held 
July 16 at Cincinnati. Then the parade 
of more than 50 planes will leave for 
Wayne County Airport, Mich., on the 
17th, on their way to Black River 
Ranch, a 10,000-acre club, for a week 
of cruises, fishing, hunting, and other 
diversions. Novelty this year will be 
a cruising compass contest which Chet 
Warrington, president, has arranged. 
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P. O. SAYS AIR ROUTES FLEXIBLE 


to Deviate 100 Miles from Course to 





Decision Permitting United Air Lines 


Denver 


f 


UTHORIZATION by the Post 
Office Department for United Air 
Lines to serve Denver as an intermediate 
stop on Air Mail Route No. 1, while 
nsidered the only sensible decision 
rat could have been given from the 
wn of airline service, has caused 
conjecture among airline interests 
its effect on applications of a similar 
iture in the future. Seemingly the de- 
sion reversed the Post Office’s rigid 
dherence to the terms of Section 15 


as to 


the Air Mail Act of 1934. 
Since passage of that Act, air mail 
routes have been “frozen,” since the 


vw specifically prohibits off-line opera- 
tions or the extension or opening of 


new routes which would in any way 
b competi tive with existing routes 
Only a few months ago Transcontinental 


& Western Air, Inc., was refused per- 
mission by the Interstate Commerce 
Commission to fly from Winslow to 
San Francisco because of the Air Mail 
Act 

Thus the recommendation issued on 
April 21 by Karl A. Crowley, P. O. 
Solicitor, to the Postmaster General 
favoring United's intermediate stop at 
Denver, 100 miles south of its regular 
oute, offers a new and broad inter- 
retation of the law which is bound to 


have considerable significance later 
What the Post Office has done is 
recognize for the first time the 


herent flexibility of airplane transpor- 
tion, that an air mail “route” is not 
cessarily a rigid geometric line, and 
hat the airline is not as restricted in 
erving its general territory as a rail- 
ad. While not going so far as to state 
hat an airway is unlimited in the terri- 
ry it may serve, the decision never- 
eless leads the way to, much greater 
xibility within limito/” 
Cites Sectioh 3(f) 
Three air mail contractors, Wyoming 
Air Service, Inc., Varney Air Transport, 
Inc., and TWA, Inc., opposed the ap- 
plication on the grounds that it would 
be a violation of Section 15 of the 
Air Mail Act of 1934 which provides 
that no air mail contractor shall be al 
lowed to maintain passenger or ex- 
press service off the line of his air 
ail route which in any way competes 
with passenger and express service avail- 
ible upon another air mail route 
For the basis of his favorable deci- 
on, however, Solicitor Crowley cited 
nother section 3(f) of the Air Mail 
\ct which states that the Postmaster 
General “shall prescribe the number 
nd frequency of schedules, intermediate 
gular stops, and time of departure 
t all planes carrying air mail, with 
ue regard for the volume of mail 
rried over each route and for con- 
ecting schedules,” 
“In my opinion,” Mr. Crowley said, 
the Postmaster General is authorized 
Section 3(f) to prescribe that Den- 
er shall be a stop on route AM 1 and 
his would not constitute a violation of 
ction 15 of the Air Mail Act.” 
He pointed out that United flies 2,800 
iles across the country, that Denver 
) miles south of the center line of 
air mail route as flown previously, 
id that the distance which Denver lies 
1 the center of the air line is there- 
approximately 3.5 per cent of the 
sth of the line between its termini 
The air mail contractors opposing 
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May Have Far-reaching Applications in Future 


this application,” he said, “contend in 
substance that an air mail line is to be 
regarded as a geometric line without 
breadth or thickness. It is their theory 
that unless the airplane in flight passes 
directly over a city, then the city cannot 
be ‘prescribed’ or designated as an in- 
termediate regular stop for airplanes 
flying the route. I think that the con- 
struction which they advance is un- 
necessarily restrictive and would in 
fact place an absolute strait-jacket upon 
the Postmaster General in exercising a 
power which reasonably requires appli- 
cation of the rule of reason.” 
Airplanes Flexible 

Stating that the Post Office intended 
to have reasonable flexibility in its 
air mail routes, he said: “The airplane, 
although possessed of perhaps the great 
est possibility of proceeding in an ab 
solutely straight line does not necessarily 
do so, nor would it be economically wise 
or administratively desirable to seek 
to lay out in the United States an air 
mail system wherein each route would 
proceed from point to point in an ab- 
solutely straight line. Under such 
tem it is hard to see how the 


a svs- 


various 


localities in the United States might 
equitably be served by the air mail 
system. In writing this provision, then, 


Congress was certainly aware that, while 
a deviation of ten miles from the road- 
way of a star route a few miles long, 
operated by a wagon and a team of 
mules, would be a very material matter, 
a deviation of one hundred miles on an 
airline extending 2800 miles from coast 
to coast and operated by a plane capable 
of a speed in excess of 200 miles an 
hour, would be a mere incident in 
daily routine.” 
U. A. L. 
What 


Did Not Apply 


makes the decision still more 


important as a precedent is the tone 
of Mr. Crowley's words in the tollow 
ing: “Further, if this law is, as it must 


be under the established rule of the 
Supreme Court, given a sensible con 
truction (Mr. Crowley's italics) and a 
reasonable application be given to it con- 
sistent with the legislative purpose, and 
a literal application which would lead 
to absurd consequences is to be avoided, 
then this Act must be construed as au 
thorizing the designation of Denver as 
an intermediate regular stop on 
AM 1 and the granting of this applica 
tion.’ 

This perhaps one of the 
cases in air mail history where a city 
was the real applicant. United Aijr 
Lines, represented by its attorney, J 
Bruce Kremer, and W. A. Patterson, its 
president, made it clear that it was not 
seeking the intermediate stop at Denver ; 
that it was not appearing as a litigant; 
and that it would waive any additional 
mileage pay under such routing 

Wyoming Air Service and 


route 


was few 


Varney 


were represented by their attorneys, 
William I. Denning and John W. Cross 
Gerald Brophy, attorney for TWA, ap 
peared for that line, and the Denver 
Chamber of Commerce was represented 
by its president and attorney, Stanley 


T. Wallbank and by Maple Harl, chair- 


man of its aviation committee 


Visit Colleges 
Six colleges and universities 
visited in May by members of the Air 
Corps advanced flying school at Kelly 
Field, Texas, to create interest in the 
Army's flying training 


were 


AMERICAN AVIATION’S audience 


carefully selected it's the top cream 





L. A.- Chicago Train 
Time Cut to 36 Hours 


Two items of railway activity in May 
are of especial interest to airline officials 


One is the new record time of the 
Santa Fe Railroad's new streamlined 
train, Super Chief, which made _ the 


2,228-mile run from Los Angeles to 
Chicago in an elapsed time of 36 hours 
and 49 minutes lopping off two full 
hours from the previous record. The 
Super Chief required one hour and 56 
minutes for seventeen stops, which, if 
eliminated, would make the running time 
34 hours and 55 minutes 

Effect on air traffic may be seen when 
it is considered that the railroads now 
take slightly more than twice the time 
to cover the same distance as airplanes 

Also interesting is addition of the 
stewardess-nurse idea to Baltimore and 
Ohio trains. Uniforms are copied from 
those of airline stewardesses and the 
girls are serving coach passengers. First 
B. & O. use is Washington-Pittsburgh- 
Chicago. Queer how the railroads never 
thought of having stewardesses before 
They might at least be original in uni- 
forms. 


Strike at Newark 
Construction of the new hangar at 
Newark Airport was interrupted May 
18 by a strike of 135 union WPA 
mechanics. 





i at 
Air Mail Dockets 











A. M. DOCKET 13—Application by 


Braniff Airways for rate readjustment 
on air mail routes 9 and 15. Hearing 
held in January, examiner's report not 
yet completed 

A. M. DOCKET 15—In suspense 

A. M. DOCKETS 1-16-18—Oral ar 


guments heard April 29. Report now in 
preparation 

A. M. DOCKET 17 Application of 
TWA.. Inc., for readjustment of air 
mail pay on route 2. Suspended at re- 
quest of carrier 

A. M. DOCKET 19 
determination. Further 
nite 

A. M. DOCKET 20—Application of 
Wyoming Air Service, Inc., for read- 
justment of air mail pay. Hearing set 
for June 1 but postponement probable 


Postal 
hearings 


revenue 


inde fi- 


because of P. O. hearing May 27 on 
sale of two sections of Wyoming Air 
Service route. 

A. M. DOCKETS 21 and 22—Re- 


ported in this issue. 


entered 


} 
oni) 


Charter 
during June. 


subscriptions 
Act now. 


Loening Appointed 


to Maritime Body 








Aviati ( saw considerable sig 
uhcance is appointment a few 
weeks ago of Grover Loening as aero 
nautical adviser to Joseph P. Kennedy 
chairman of the U. S. Maritime Com 
ussion, Loening is a pione 1 avia 
tion whose interests have been wid 
spread na W is considered t have 
ne . a 1dest grasps of viation 
problems in t Dusiness 

The ppointment was seen as in 
dicating that t Maritime Commission 
will play an important part in the pr 
notion and id possibly sub 
Sidy of i antic lr operation 
Loening recently resigned as director 
ot Pan American Airways and was 
dispatched immediately after his at 
pointment to Lakehurst where he sat 
in on the Hindenburg crash hearings as 
an observer. He will have an office with 
the Commission in the Department of 


Commerce Building 


The C 


Congress 


mmission was authorized by 


to Study the 


possible inclusion 


of aircraft operation with the 1 S 














merchant marine Preliminary studies 
have been in progress for some tin 
under direction of Robert E. Leés 
A-A Decision 
Continued from pa ) 

which provides that no air mail con 
tract shall maintain passenger or ex 
press s ce off the line of his air mail 
route which Competes in any Way with 
passcng or express service avy uilable 
upon another air mail route 

Whether there would be sufficient 
saving in time or cost to the public of 
this proposed new service as compared 
with the present rvice to warrant a 
finding that the proposed service would 
be in the interest of public convenience 
and necessity whether the proposed 


tend to 


service would increase the cost 
of air mail transportation, can not be 
considered in the present state of law, 


the report said 


It was pointed out that the new lines 
under terms of th 
with Eastern Air Lines and 


nia-Central, both of 


would con 
present law 
> , 

Pennsylva 
lines 
veners 


American 
establishment of the 
provide faster, 


which 


appeared at the hearings as inte 


Airlines contended that the 
new routes would 
more convenient, and 
cheaper passenger and express service 
in that area Also one of the lines 
was intended to Fort Wayne, a 


city air transport 


serve 
large without any 


service at present 


At the hearings early this 
A. Crowley, Solicitor of the Post Oftice 
and Paul D. Page, Jr., at that time 
Assistant Solicitor, filed motions to dis 


miss the applications, 


year Karl 


alleging that the 


1.C.C. had no authority to entertain 

them. These motions were denied 
Representing American Airlines were 

Hamilton O. Hale, and Pruitt and 


Grealis 
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American 


EAL Splurges Seven Full Page Ads To 
Launch World’s Busiest Schedules 


, Air Limes launched its new 
hourly schedules between New York 
and Washington May 14 with a fan- 
fare of newspaper advertising seldom 
seen in aviation. E. A. L. now operates 
the heaviest airline schedule in the 
world with twenty round-trips daily 
between the two Cities. 

At a cost of $22,000, full page ads 
were carried in the New York Times, 
Herald Tribune, World Telegram, and 
American, and in the Washington Star, 
Post and Herald. Smaller ads will fol- 
low. All copy featured the “80 Minute 
Men” club idea previously used by 
E. A. L. but stressing the “every hour 
on the hour’ schedules. 

Tom Briggs, Washington traffic man- 
ager, said 406 seats will have to be 
sold out of Washington every day, 20 
schedules north and 7 south, to reach 
capacity business. There is no ques- 
tion now that E. A. L. has the busiest 
and heaviest traffic line on the globe. 

Observers saw in the new hourly 
service a challenge by E. A. L. to stifle 
once and for all any attempts by out- 
siders to edge into the New York- 
Washington route. They believe E. A. 
L. has succeeded 


7, 





North American Set 
to Divorce Eastern 


In the event of the passage of the 
Mead air mail bills amending the Air 
Mail Act of 1934, North American 
Aviation Corp. is all prepared to di- 
vorce itself immediately from Eastern 
Air Lines, its subsidiary, according to 
reports. 

H. R. 4732, introduced by Repre- 
sentative Jim Mead, has been reported 
out of the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads and is on the House 
calendar. It will probably come up for 
debate shortly. One section specifically 
prohibits an air mail contractor from 
engaging directly or indirectly in any 
phase of the aviation industry except 
the transportation of mail, passengers 
and express. 

Eastern Air Lines is a subsidiary of 
North American, which is one of the 
largest aircraft manufacturers in avias 
tion. According to reports, General 
Motors, which has the predominent in- 
fluence in North American, has decided 
to throw in with manufacturing instead 
of airline operation, hence Eastern Air 
Lines will be forced under the law, if 
passed, to set up a separate corporation. 
It is reported that plans are all made 
to make this move if necessary and a 
number of shifts in important positions 
would be made. 


A. P. Aviation Editor 


Devon Francis, of the New York 
staff of the Associated Press, has been 
appointed general aviation editor of 
that mews agency. 





Air Carnival June 5-6 
Birmingham, May 20.—Many prom- 
inent flyers will participate in the Sev- 
enth Annual National Air Carnival to 
be held at the municipal airport here 
June 5 and 6 under sponsorship of the 
Birmingham Aero Club, according to 

Steadham Acker, general chairman. 


Plan Air Show 
Chicago, May 26.—The Chicago 
chapter of the National Aeronautic 
Association is considering plans for an 
International Air Show to be held next 


January. 





P.O. Approves Sale of 
National Parks Airways 


Purchase of National Parks Airways, 
Inc., by Western Air Express, Inc., 
was approved by the Post Office De- 
partment early in May, thus providing 
another north-south airline extending 
almost the entire distance between the 
boundaries to the north and south. 

Western Air Express, one of the 
pioneer airlines, has operated from San 
Diego to Utah via Las Vegas. National 
Parks Airways has operated from Salt 
Lake to Great Falls, Montana, via 
Butte and Helena. The air mail con- 
tract for this route was held by Alfred 
Frank and sublet to the Airways. Frank 
is retiring from airline operation and 
National Parks Airways will go out of 
corporate existence. 

Provisions of the sale provide that 
all equipment, including planes, hang- 
ars, radio and franchise rights, be 
turned over to Western Air. In ex- 
change, Western Air will issue to in- 
dividual stockholders of N. P. A., 38,- 
991 shares of the capital stock of 
Western Air, the stock to be issued 
share for share. N. P. A. will dis- 
tribute to its stockholders its cash and 
cash equivalent. 

In his recommendation of approval 
to the Postmaster General, Karl A. 
Crowley, P. O. Solicitor, said there 
was no question of conflict in the sale 
with the Air Mail Act, since the lines 
were not competing and did not oper- 
ate in the same territory. Paul D. Page, 
Jr., represented the P. O. Dept. in the 
hearing. 


DE-ICERS CONDEMNED 





Equipment Ordered Removed From 
112 Douglas Transports 

The Bureau of Air Commerce has is- 
sued orders to all the country’s airlines 
condemning de-icers, previously ap- 
proved for preventing ice formation on 
airplane wings. 

The de-icer, which is a rubber shoe 
along the leading edge of a wing, is 
inflated and deflated with a pulsating 
action, cracking ice loose as soon as it 
forms. It has been found, however, by 
airplane inspectors that the wing struc- 
ture itself was being weakened. 

A plane landing recently at Dallas, 
Texas, was found to have a small seg- 
ment of its metal wing torn away. It 
was believed that the sivets and a nar- 
row section of the metal skin of the 
wing had crystalized from metal fa- 
tigue, due to the strain of the de-icer’s 
action. 

The equipment has now been removed 
from 112 Douglas transports, includ- 
ing 47 of the newest type. Only two 
showed defects, however. 





WAE Renews Reward 


Salt Lake City, May 15—Western 
Air Express has renewed its offer of 
$1,000 reward for the finding of its 
liner which dropped from sight Dec. 
15, 1936. Hundreds of persons are 
eagerly scanning the mountainous area 
for trace of the missing plane. The 
search to date has been costly. 





Detroit Asks Seaplane Ramp 
Detroit, May 26.—The City of De- 
troit will ask WPA to construct a 
seaplane ramp and dock at the emer- 
gency landing field at the foot of 
Algonquin Avenue. 
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NEELY RESIGNS 


Goes With Al Williams at Gulf Oil 
In Pittsburgh 

Resignation of Fred R. Neely as chief 
of the information and statistics divi- 
sion of the Bureau of Air Commerce 
was announced May 10. He left his 
post May 22 to become assistant to 
Major Alford J. Williams, Jr., manager 
of the aviation department of Gulf Oil 
Corporation, Pittsburgh. 

Neely came to the Bureau seven years 
ago. In the recent reorganization of 
the Bureau, he was appointed one of 
the seven new division chiefs. He was 
aviation editor of The Washington Star 
for seven years, leaving that post in 
1928 to become general manager of the 
National Aeronautic Association and 
editor of its magazine. Last year Neely 
made a 22,000-mile flight around South 
America as official representative of the 
U. S. Government. He has traveled wide- 
ly by air and has built up a host of 
friends in the aviation industry 








National Airlines Told 
To Stop Miami Service 


National Airlines System, operating 
air mail route No. 31 from St. Peters- 
burg to Jacksonville via Daytona Beach, 
was directed by the Post Office to dis- 
continue its twice-a-week off-line pas- 
senger service between St. Petersburg 
and Miami because the extension “com- 
petes with passenger and express serv- 
ice available to another air mail route.”’ 

On complaint of Eastern Air Lines, 
which operates south from New York 
to Miami via Jacksonville, a hearing 
was held by the Post Office. E. A. L. 
was represented by Capt. Eddie Ricken- 
backer and counsel, Gerald B. Bro- 
phy, and N. A. S. was represented by 
C. T. Baker, president, and William 
I. Denning, counsel. Since N. A. S. 
had advertised “through service” be- 
tween Miami and Jacksonville, the P. 
O. decided this was competition in 
violation of the Air Mail Act of 1934. 





F.C.C. RAISES POWER 
Authorizes Use of 5,000 Watts at 
Division Terminals 


Use of 5,000 watts at communica- 
tion division terminals of air lines was 
authorized May 13 by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. The action 
was in anticipation of the use of larger 
planes, making longer flights in the 
near future. Ground stations have been 
limited to 1,000 watts in the past. 

The new rule specifies that such power 
may be used “on condition that the 
operating frequency is maintained with- 
in 0.02 per cent of the assigned fre- 
quency, and that suitable filters are em- 
bodied in the equipment to limit the 
frequency band of emission to five 
kilocycles.” 


Florida Air Week 

Miami, Fla., May 18—“Aviation 
Week in Florida’ will be celebrated 
the week of June 21, featured by an 
air tour by the Florida Aviation Asso- 
ciation starting at Orlando on June 21. 
Cities to be visited are Jacksonville, 
Tampa, Lakeland, West Palm Beach 
and Miami. H. C. Whitney, director, 
and W. G. Stewart, assistant director, 
of the aviation division of the State 
Road Department, are making the plans. 


TWA at Harrisburg 
TWA, Inc., was to begin stopping 
three schedules per day at Harrisburg, 
Pa., on Tuesday, June 1. 


NEW AMERICAN ADS 
TUG HEARTSTRINGS 


Brides and Expectant Mothers 
Are Targets of Campaign 
Departing from Usual 
Appeal; C. R. Smith 
Pleased 


American Airlines has departed radi- 
cally from standard air transport ad- 
vertising copy in its new series of half- 
page newspaper advertisements launched 
the week of May 10. The half-page 
ad series are running im Chicago, New 
York, Detroit, Dallas, Boston and Los 
Angeles, with smaller ads running in 
Brooklyn and Newark papers. 

Handled by P. P. Willis Corp., 
Chicago agency, the campaign gets away 
entirely from the usual talk about new 
types of airplane engines and schedules. 
For example, the first ad bears the eye- 
catching headline: “Fewer Husband- 
less Nights.” 

One ad appeals to the bride in the 
following terms: “She is a newly-wed 
but she has solved a problem that has 
worried older women,” and points out 
that the business man can leave Chicago 
and be in New York in less than four 
hours via A-A planes, instead of spend- 
ing the night en route by using other 
transportation. 

“Expectant Mothers” is the head of 
another series, stating that a number of 
leading obstetricians say flying is the 
best means of transportation for women 
who are soon to become mothers. 

Other arresting titles used are: “He's 
a regular commutor between Boston 
and New York (80 minutes); “Beauty 
Secrets,” telling that less fatigue and 
cleanliness are beneficial to women’s 
appearance; “Business is a Race,”’ show- 
ing the need of getting there first to 
close a deal; “A short Cut to Your 
Own Bed,” with the traveler home in 
a few hours and tucked away in bed 
after using air transportation. 

C. R. Smith, A-A president, com- 
menting on the new human-interest 
copy theme, said: 

“Other products are translated to the 
public in terms of benefits derived 
by the consumer. So why not air trans- 
portation? The soap manufacturer tells 
the ladies that his product is good for 
their complexions, the toothpaste manu- 
facturer that his product makes for 
health and beauty; so why not show the 
potential air traveler the direct benefits 
in the saving of time and comfort, excel- 
lent meals served aloft, is money in his 
pocket by getting him there first, and 
in happy home life aided by less nights 
on the road?” 

The Willis agency has produced sti- 
mulating advertising copy for A-A be- 
fore, including the cocktail questionnaire 
which brought a deluge of letters from 
the public. 


Summer Service Opens 

National Parks Airways will inaugur- 
ate its third season of operations into 
West Yellowstone on June 10. During 
the season a special scenic air tour will 
be operated from this point over Yel- 
lowstone and Grand Teton National 
Parks. This service begins June 30. A 
series of all-expense Dude Ranch, fish- 
ing and ground tours will also be op- 
erated. As in the past two years, direct 
connections to West Yellowstone are 
afforded with transcontinental schedules 
at Salt Lake City. 


Hawks Quits Racing 
Following the crack-up of his speedy 
plane, “Time Flies,” Frank Hawks said 
he was through with air racing ‘‘for 
good.” 
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AIR RACE BAN STIRS UP TEMPEST 


Col. Johnson Draws Heap Big Fire Pro and Con, Some Editorials Deriding 
Him—Merrill’s Proposed Second Hop in July in Doubt 


Bot orchids and brick-bats greeted 
announcement by Col. J. Monroe 
Johnson, Assistant Secretary of Com- 
merce, that there would be no New York 
to Paris race this summer and no more 
“stunt” flights across the ocean. 

Many leading pilots are reported to 
be burning at the ban and the matter 
has been hotly discussed pro and con 
in every aviation circle. Chief grudge 
seems to be against the Department of 
Commerce _itself—questioning whether 
the Department has the right to pro- 
hibit oceanic flights—and not against 
the idea of banning ocean flights itself. 

With the transmission of an official 
document by the State Department to the 
French Air Ministry, courteously but 
firmly refusing to permit New-York- 
Paris race contestants to take off in 
this country, the race appears to be 
off. Last word from Paris indicated that 
France is not interested in shifting the 
take-off point to another country—Cana- 
da or Mexico—although considerable 
pressure has been exerted in that direc- 
tion. The international race was to take 
place in August to commemorate the 
tenth anniversary of the famous flight of 
Charles A. Lindbergh. 


On the subject of individual oceanic 
flights, Col. Johnson is reported to be 
adamant. When he signed the papers 
okeying Dick Merrill’s flight early in 
May he is reported to have said “This 
is the last one I'll permit.”” What affect 
this injunction will have on Merrill's 
proposed second flight in July is not 
known but the Colonel has not indicated 
he would relent very soon. On the other 
hand, he will permit Amelia Earhart to 
make her second take-off on her pro- 
jected round-the-world flight on the 
grounds that her permit had been is- 
sued previously and the fact that she 
is using it twice makes no difference. 


Amelia Okey 


Asked if he would withdraw Amelia's 
permit, Col. Johnson said: “I would 
like to. I think Amelia Earhart is 
more valuable to aviation right here in 
this country and that nothing will be 
gained for her to take unnecessary 
risks.” 

On the subject of the race, Col. 
Johnson was quoted in the press as fol- 
lows: 

“The Department of Commerce is 
charged with the duty of safety in the 
air and this race is a highly hazardous 
undertaking. There will be no race.” 

And again— 

“We consider this planned air race 
extra-hazardous. We are trying trans- 
Atlantic flying, but we don’t want to 
jeopardize it. We are interested in 
commercial aviation that has no thrills. 
But these air races are extra dangerous. 
Our interest in aviation is as though 
we were training for safe automobile 
travel. We are not interested in stunt 
flying.” . 

While the nation’s newspapers were 
more favorable to the Colonel’s ban 
than unfavorable, a number of editorial 
writers took sharp issue with the whole 
idea, 

Perhaps the most vitriolic was the 
Philadelphia Record, which said: “We 
note that the Department of Commerce 
IS preparing to take action against 
freak’ flights over the Atlantic because 
such flights may result in accidents and 





thereby give regular scheduled flying a 
bad name. 

“The issuer of the statement is the 
same department which permits regular 
lines to engage in blind flying, which 
has been sharply criticized for laxity 
and inefficient control of commercial 
airlines, which has been held respon- 
sible in part for many crashes on regular 
lines—crashes which also give scheduled 
flying a bad name.” 


One Paper Kids Him 

In somewhat lighter vein, The Wash- 
ington (D. C.) Daily News said: 
“Granted that it would be risky, we 
still can’t help being glad that the 
Colonel wasn’t strutting around Wash- 
ington 10 years ago when Lindbergh 
made that same flight; that he wasn't 
a man of power in 1903 when Wilbur 
and Orville Wright were experimenting 
with their funny little biplane off the 
sand dunes at Kitty Hawk, N. C., and, 
most of all, that he wasn't the assist- 
ant secretary of commerce in the cabinet 
of Ferdinand and Isabella when Chris- 
topher Columbus sought permission to 
set out to sea.” 

Calling the Colonel's statement vul- 
nerable at many points, the New Orleans 
Times-Picayune said: “Thrills have 
made aviation and kept it alive, just 
as, to a great extent, they have made 
motoring and train travel. Thrills also 
have made commerce; it was they which 
kept Marco Polo on his journey long 
after he had exceeded his first trade ob- 
jective, that turned the quest for East- 
ern spices into the discovery of a new 
world Surely there was little 
talk of safety when, 10 years ago, Lind- 
bergh made his first ocean flight, which 
the French races were designed to com- 
memorate. 

“Doubtless the race would be hazar- 
dous, but the entrants would be picked 
men, familiar with the dangers and 
trained to meet them. We kill on 
American highways every day more per- 
sons than are likely to be mentioned 
for such a race, and we accept this kill- 
ing as a matter of course.” 

Pointing out that the application of 
Col. Johnson's rule would have barred 
Lindbergh's flight, The Omaha World- 
Herald said that “the public isn’t 
frightened by accidents to stunt flyers. 
The thing that hurts commercial aviation 
is the repeated, unexplained mishaps to 
commercial ships on regular air routes. 
The department of commerce shares at 
least part of the blame for those mis- 
haps.” 


Many Papers Approve 

On the other hand, many papers 
considered the ban wise. Typical is 
the voice of the Indianapolis Star which 
said the department's view “is well 
founded and should be sustained in 
spite of pressure.” The Baltimore Sun 
said the ban “is to be welcomed,” add- 
ing that the problem now “is more large- 
ly in the field of technical organization 
and finance, and a helter-skelter race, 
even with every possible safeguard, 
would serve no useful purpose.” The 
San Antonio Express, which speaks 
frequently on aviation topics, calls the 
ban “sensible,” while the Boston Post 
states that “the best judgment in areo- 
nautical circles everywhere is undoubted- 
ly behind” the ban. 

Although declaring 


that the race 


would have been foolhardy, the Sz. 
Louis Post Dispatch said the Depart- 
ment of Commerce “might have made 
known its decision before the French 
Government's plans and those of avia- 
tor's were so far advanced.” The New- 
ark Evening News, one of the nation’s 
most aviation-minded newspapers, calls 
the Department's action “wise,” as also 
does the Hartford Courant. 

In Canada, The Montreal Star lauded 
the ban and said it hoped “our own 
authorities will follow the example of 
Washington and put their feet down 
promptly upon such an idea.” The 
London Times was heartily in accord 
with the ban, and Paris newspapers took 
the decision “gracefully.” 

Roscoe Turner's comment was typical 
of many heard in the aviation fraternity. 
“It's bosh about danger,” he said. “Of 
course the race will be dangerous. All 
races are. But if it’s dangerous to race 
over then surely it’s too dangerous to 
fly commercially.” 


Page Quits P.O. 

Paul D. Page, jr., assistant solicitor 
in the Post Office Department under 
Karl A. Crowley, resigned in May on 
short notice to take a position in the 
legal department of the U. S. Maritime 
Commission. Dissatisfaction with Post 
Office air mail tactics was said to be 
the reason for the sudden shift. 


Boise Meeting June 17-19 

Boise, Idaho, May 23—The North 
west Aviation Planning Council will 
hold a three-day conference here June 
17-18-19. Walter W. R. May, of Port- 
land, Ore., is general chairman, and 
Walter R. York, of Boise, is program 
chairman. 

Members of the council, who will 
be present, are: W. W. Conner, Seattle; 
Harold G. Jones, Spokane; E. S. Caple, 
Lewiston, Idaho; Major George W. Por- 
ter, Medford, Ore.; Fred B. Sheriff, 
Helena, Mont.; Dr. James I. Wern- 
ham, Billings; Victor Ross, Fairbanks, 
Alaska; and Major Don R. MacLaren, 


Vancouver, B. C 


MacLaren Appointed 

Montreal, May 20—Donald R. Mac- 
Laren, one of Canada’s foremost war- 
time pilots and wel! known on the West 
Coast, has joined the Trans-Canada Air 
Line, government-owned air service 
scheduled to start operations this sum- 
mer. He is the first appointee and will 
probably be general manager. He has 
been manager of Canadian Airways on 
the Pacific Coast 


College Meet July 17-18 
The annual meet of the National 
Intercollegiate Flying Club will be held 
at Hicksville, L. I., on July 17 and 18 





New York and Paris Celebrate 


Lindbergh Hop, St. Louis Pouts 


JEW YORK and Paris celebrated on 

May 20 the tenth anniversary of 
Lindbergh's flight between the two 
cities. Those associated with Lindbergh 
before and after his flight met at a 
luncheon and a dinner in New York. 
Mayor F. H. LaGuardia, who was in 
San Francisco, exchanged speeches by 
radio with Raymond Laurent, president 
of the Paris Municipal Council. In 
St. Louis, the city for which Lind- 
bergh’s plane was named, a highway 
marker was set up near the spot from 
which he took off for Roosevelt Field. 

In Paris, the Aero Club of France 
held a ceremony which was attended 
by Ambassador William C. Bullitt and 
other American representatives. At his 
home, in Weald, a village amid the 
Kentish woodlands in England, Lind- 
bergh himself remained quietly and took 
no part in the celebrations. 

While Lindbergh's flight was being in- 
ternationally commemorated, St. Louis, 
his adopted home for many years, was 
considering why it saw him no more. 

“Lindbergh today lives abroad, a fugi- 
tive from painful memories and from 
the lawlessness to which his first-born 


was sacrificed,” an editorial in the 
St. Louis Post Dispatch states. “The 
renewed acclaim that is his on the 
epochal flight's anniversary must be 


tempered with sober thought on why 
America knows him no more, why he 
no longer visits this, his adopted city, 
why a foreign refuge is his preference.” 

Had Lindbergh known all that lay 
ahead he might have turned back before 
reaching Paris, the Washington (D. C.) 


Daily News believes. “Surely it is well 
for us that the young aviator did not 
know all that lay before as he battled 
in the storm beyond Newfoundland. 
For he flew on to find fame—and sor- 
row—and he met them both bravely and 
with dignity. America is richer by the 
inspiration of a fine example of courage 
because Lindbergh did not turn back 


The ten years since the flight have 
seen remarkable advances in the sci- 
ence of aviation, says the Boston Post, 
‘but the decade has failed to produce 
another air achievement that can quite 
match Col. Charles Lindbergh's 
flight across the Atlantic.” 


solo 


Aerobatic Meet 

St. Louis, May 28—Outstanding stunt 
flyers and racing pilots from a number 
of nations were to compete in the first 
International Aerobatic Competition and 
St. Louis Air Races here at Lambert- 
St. Louis Field, May 29, 30 and 31. 
The event is to commemorate the tenth 
anniversary of Lindbergh's New York- 
Paris flight 


TWA TAKES LEASE 
BURBANK, CALIF., May 15—TWA 
has signed a five-year lease on a hangar 
and landing facilities at Union Air 


Terminal, Burbank. A thirty-day with- 
drawal notice clause is inserted. 
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OKLAHOMA REMOVES GAS TAX; 
UTAH SETS UP STATE AIR BODY 





Eight Year Fight on 4 cent Aviation Gas Tax 
Successful in Sooner State; Utah Aviation 
Board is under Highway Department 


Oklahoma City, May 9—Oklahoma’s 
four-cent tax on aviation gasoline has 
finally been removed after a long fight. 
For eight years the tax has been a 
battleground of state aviation interests 
and against the hope of many, the bill 
providing for a refund (HB 119) was 
passed at the session just closed. Gov. 
Marland signed the bill immediately. 

Tax Commissioner McCracken called 
a meeting of operators to work out 
details of the refund. All regular 
airports in the state will be permitted 
to sell gasoline on a refund basis. Air- 
craft landing off of fields and buy- 
ing automobile gas will not be eli- 
gible for the refund. 

At the time of passage eight years ago 
the tax did not effect airlines because of 
interstate status. But in 1931 the Legis- 
lature changed the road tax to an ex- 
cise tax, which the airlines were forced 
to pay. Keith Kahle, editor of Taxi- 
Strip, and Cleo Clifford, editor of The 
Tulsa Airman, have long been active 
in the repeal campaign. William O. Coe, 
State Senators W. L. Mauk and Merton 
Munson, and Rep. H. Tom Knight, led 
the battle at the last session. 


Utah Creates State Aviation 
Commission Effective May 22 
Salt Lake City, May 9—A series of 

three measures, constituting the first 

comprehensive state legislation on the 
subject of aviation, passed the State 

Legislature and were signed by the 

Governor. SB 219 authorizes munic- 

ipalities, counties and other political 

subdivisions to acquire, construct and 
operate airports. SB 220 sets up regu- 
latory provisions and creates a_ state 
aeronautics commission, to be composed 
of state road commissioners as ex officio 
members. This commission will ad- 
minister provisions of the act through 
an administrative officer to be appointed 
by the commission. SB 221 requires 
that gasoline taxes collected on fuel 
used in aviation be placed in a separate 
fund and used for improvement of air- 
ports or highways adjacent thereto. The 
effective date of these measures was 
May 22. 


Oklahoma Okeys Funds For 
Two Will Rogers Memorials 
Oklahoma City, May 9—The Okla- 
homa Legislature, in regular session just 
ended, appropriated $12,000 to buy a 
national guard armory at Altus (SB 
392). It also appropriated $35,000 to 
pay for the Will Rogers statue in the 
national hall of fame (SJR 15) and 
appropriated $200,000 for a Will Rogers 

Memorial at Claremore (HB 239). 


Seek University Course 

Cheyenne, May 20.—The Wyoming 
State Aeronautics Commission has rec- 
ommended that the University of Wyo- 
ming establish a department of aero- 
nautical engineering. State Treasurer J. 
Kirk Baldwin, director, is initiating the 
move with Wilfred O'Leary, Cheyenne 
attorney, who is secretary of the com- 
mission. 


Braniff Moves Office 
Fort Werth, May 20.—Braniff Air- 
ways completed today its moving into 
the new municipal airport administra- 
tion building. Ralph Garnett is dis- 
trict trafic manager. 


TWO N. Y. SCHOOLS 


Aviation Ground Courses Under 
Experienced Guidance 

Two aviation ground schools have 
been opened in New York as part of 
the Government's Emergency Adult 
Education Program. The schools are 
being conducted at Utica and Elmira 
under the supervision, respectively, of 
Jack Wright and Earl Southee, both 
of whom are well known in aviation 
circles. 

Young men of eighteen or over from 
any part of the state may enroll. A 
$5 fee covers the cost of textbooks, 
two suits of coveralls and welding gog- 
gles, which is the only equipment re- 
quired. 

The course of study, which may be 
completed in a year, covers airplane 
engines, airplanes, aircraft welding, flat 
metal work, radio, navigation and 
meteorology. 
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TRACTOR TROUBLE 


Two Mishaps In One Day 
Cause One Death 





“Believe-it-or-nots” are frequent 
enough in aviation, but here is one that 
AMERICAN AVIATION put together out of 
newspaper clippings: 

On the same day on airports in two 
states airplanes struck tractors, causing 
the death of one tractor-driver and a 
narrow escape for the other. 

On May 8 at Cheyenne Municipal 
Airport, a workman, driving a tractor 
with a land-levelling machine across 
the field, glanced over his shoulder 
in time to see a cabin plane coming 
directly for him. He jumped, the plane's 
wing grazed the seat he had occupied 
a second before, and the ship bounced 
but came to a safe landing. The wing 
was damaged 

On the same day at Colusa, Calif., 
a tractor driver was crushed to death 
by a plane’s undercarriage when the 
pilot, Lester Pierce, was unable to gain 
altitude. The driver attempted to jump 
clear but was not successful. The ship 
crashed 100 feet beyond the tractor, 
then ground-looped. Pierce suffered 
head and chest injuries. 





STATE AERO BOARD URGED IN MAINE 


Guy P. Gannett, Plane Owner, 
Hits Objectors Who Helped 
Kill Bill to Create State 
Commission 


LTHOUGH the Maine Legisla- 

ture killed a bill at the last ses- 
sion which would have created a state 
aeronautical commission, the Portland 
Press-Herald, edited and published by 
Guy P. Gannett, has continued a series 
of editorials campaigning for a state 
air body. Gannett owns a Stinson used 
by his Maine newspapers for news and 
picture coverage. 

The bill passed the Senate but was 
defeated in the House, partly by the 
opposition of the Aero Club of Maine 
which has been at odds with Gannett 
for some time. Capt. Burtis K. Fowler 
is the club president. 

Calling attention to two crashes 
within a week in Maine, both with 
unlicensed planes, one editorial states: 
“It begins to be clear, and should be 
clear even to those members of the 
Legislature who defeated this simple 
but effective bill, that a mistake was 
made in not setting up this commis- 
sion. It is common knowledge that a 
great deal of unlicensed flying is going 
on in Maine. It could be stopped by 
a commission of skilled individuals in- 
tent not only to make flying in Maine 
safe, but to broaden the whole field of 
aviation in conformity with what other 
states are doing. 

“The matter of licensing is theoret- 
ically a function of the Federal Govern- 
ment. Until a year and a half ago, the 
Government had adequate inspection 
service in Maine. Then the pressure 
for economy—a petty, ridiculous econ- 
omy that gnaws away at trifles while 
leaving spendthrift policies to continue 
unchecked—reduced Maine's inspection 
service. Now the Government has but 
one inspector for four states, obviously 
a supervision so inadequate as to prej- 
udice aviation safety.” 

The editorial said the bill to create 
a commission was defeated at the in- 
stance of a group of objectors who 
proclaimed that “the bill will do nothing 
to aid in the development of aeronau- 
tics not already done, being done or 


about to be done by the Federal Gov- 
ernment at no expense whatsoever to 
the State.” The objectors also said the 
appointment of a commission would be 
“a foolish gesture” and that aviation 
would be tied up with the State High- 
way Department. The editorial said 
the bill actually would merely follow 
the trend of other states in line with 
suggestions by the Federal Government 

The Maine bill proposed to set up 
a board of three members to be ap- 
pointed by the Governor. The board 
would serve without compensation, 
“safeguard the interests of aviation with- 
in the State and coordinate aviation ac- 
tivities in Maine under the plan pro- 
posed by the New England Regional 
Commission.” The only tie-up with 
the State Highway Department was the 
arrangement by which the Secretary of 
State might requisition the State High- 
way Department, with the approval of 
the Governor and Council, for supplies 
and materials to construct emergency 
landing fields. 

“Apparently the State is having diffi- 
culties in preventing irresponsible fly- 
ing,” the editorial concluded. “One is 
inclined to wonder just what reasons 
impelled anybody to defeat in the 
Legislature the bill that would have 
set up a responsible ground control and 
kept grounded planes and pilots that are 
a menace to air safety * * * The House 
of Representatives killed the measure; 
it will have to take responsibility for 
airplane accidents and for delayed avia- 
tion progress within the borders of the 
state.” 


Serversky Sells to Russia 

Amtorg Trading Corp., official Soviet 
Russian agency, has placed a contract 
with Serversky Aircraft Corp. for 
$780,000, involving two  Serversky 
amphibians and manufacturing rights 
to these planes, it was announced 
May 28. 


Menasco Dealer 
O. J. Whitney, Inc., of North Beach 
Airport, New York City, has been ap- 
pointed service dealer for Menasco 
aircraft engines. 





B. A. C. Planning New 
Airport Standards 


The Bureau of Air Commerce is pre- 
paring an entirely new system of ratings 
for airports, by which the airports now 
being used by airlines will be known 
as “super terminals,” “terminals” and 
“limited terminals.” 

Indications are that very few of the 
major airports will be able to qualify 
for “super terminal’’ classification. The 
Bureau is planning to rate airports ac- 
cording to length of runways and other 
facilities. 

According to Lauren D. Lyman, who 
wrote in The New York Times on 
April 19 that a complete new classifica- 
tion is being made, only 30 of the 190 
scheduled airline stops in use today 
would qualify even in the first three 
divisions. Major A. B. McMullen, chief 
of the airport section, said these figures 
did not quite tell the whole story, al 
though he admitted that many well 
known and much-used airports would 
fail to qualify under the new standards. 

Plans for the new classification will 
be carried in subsequent issues of 
AMERICAN AVIATION 


INSTALL ST. LOUIS LIGHTS 

ST. LOUIS, May 15—The lighting 
system for the Department of Commerce 
blind landing unit constructed at Lam- 
bert-St. Louis Airport is now being 
installed. The lights will identify the 
approach to the field’s longest runway, 
and also the runway itself. The system 
comprises fifteen seven-foot Neon tubes, 
spaced at intervals of 100 feet from the 
rim of the landing field to the “inner 
marker.” 


LARGEST HANGAR DOORS 


New Mexico Airport Project Moves 
Forward to Completion 

Albuquerque, N. M., May 19.—What 
are said to be the largest hangar doors 
in use in the country are being installed 
on the new hangar here at a cost of 
$37,000. They measure 167 feet two 
inches across and thirty-six feet high. 
They will be electrically operated 

The $700,000 airport project now 
underway is expected to be completed 
despite WPA reductions. The city is 
spending $200,000 as sponsor's contribu- 
tion. WPA administrator for New 
Mexico, Lea Rowland, said the airport 
project was being given preference 


CONTRACTS LET ON 
DEPOT 
Work Starts on Seven Million 
Dollar Repair Unit 

SACRAMENTO, CALIF., May 19 
Two and a half million dollars worth 
of construction has been awarded to 
date on the $7,000,000 -Army Air 
Corps repair depot here. One thou- 
sand men will be at work by fall, with 
the entire project scheduled for com- 
pletion Nov. 1, 1938. 

Major Arthur W. Parker, construction 
quartermaster, has announced plans for 
construction of a home radio beacon 
station on a 20-acre site four miles from 
the depot. The beacon will be used to 
guide army planes to the air depot by 
radio beam. Work on grading, requir- 
ing the movement of 900,000 cubic yards 
of dirt, has been started. 


Caribou Airport 
As of May 13, a total of $54,048 
has been spent improving the municipal 
airport at Caribou, Maine, runways are 
being surfaced with bituminous ma- 
cadam. 


MERRILL LAUDED 
BY NATION’S PRESS 


First Commercial Round-Trip Flight 
to London Receives Praise—Con- 
sidered Mere “Business” 
Trip Abroad 


Two of the most significant fea- 
tures of the flight of Dick Merrill 
and Jack Lambie to London on May 9-10 
and their return May 13-14 was the 
fact that it was the first commercial 
flight across the Atlantic and it re- 
ceived an enthusiastic editorial response 
in the American press. 

The flyers made it clear that the flight 
was simply a routine business trip. 
Their cargo consisted of more than 600 
coronation pictures which were sold for 
publication and therefore constituted 
payload. Moreover, the air mail covers 
carried should bring a profit of $30,000, 
it was estimated by Washington phila- 
telists. 

The flight had commercial aspects in 
other ways, it has been pointed out. It 
was accomplished in a manner similar 
to regular domestic air transport opera- 
tion. The two Wasp engines are similar 
used on many American air 
The 10-place Electra monoplane, 
built by the Lockheed Aircraft Corp., 
is a stock model extensively used in com- 

ercial flying. The 87-octane Essolene 
gasoline used is also in widespread em- 
ployment on air lines and in other 
commercial operations. Both Merrill and 
Lambie are regular pilots on Eastern 
Air Lines. 

Captain Eddie Rickenbacker, general 

anager of Eastern, said in a radio in- 
terview: “We will go further with 
larger ships and carrying a flying crew 
of four or five men. With the coordi- 
nation and elimination of all the bur- 
len being on one or two men, it will be 

simple matter to cross the Atlantic. 
In the future we will be able to 
mmute back and forth between New 
York and Paris, London, Moscow with- 
it any difficulty. 


to those 


lines 


Just Business 

The Boston Post views the trip as an 
ordinary business job. “The quick round 
trip Atlantic fliwht of Dick Merrill and 
his companion will rank as one of the 
greatest in aviation history,” the Post 
declares. “It was no stunt, no experi- 
ment—just a plain business trip, a defi- 
nite mission promptly and ably carried 
out. . . He [Merrill] took the job 
in stride just as if it had been merely 

a flight from Boston to Chicago.” 
here was nothing of a stunt or his- 
trionic Or promotional nature about the 
flight,” says the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 
To Dick Merrill and Jack Lambie, fly- 
ing pictures of the Hindenburg disaster 
across to England and bringing back 
pictures of the coronation was ‘just a 
outine trip, a round-trip flight over 
the ocean on a job of business.’ “Any 
pilot from the regular commercial air 
ines can do it,’ says Merrill. The fine 
'b he an Lambie did on their trans- 


Atlantic errand certainly is one of the 


best possible indications that a new de- 
velopment in transportation is immi- 
nent 

The Seattle Post-Intelligencer states 
that the flight, because of its routine effi- 
ciency, is proof of how far the con- 
quest of the air, and particularly of the 
‘cean air lanes, has advanced. “The 
fight shows what a good aviator can 
do with a good plane,” the editorial 
says “We should develop these re- 
sources, 


Merrill to Get Degree 
The degree of doctor of aeronautical 
science will be conferred upon Dick 
Merrill, trans-Atlantic flyer, by Penn- 
sylvania Military College on June 8. 


American 





ARROWBILES 


Studebaker Purchases 5 for 





Demonstration 


The Studebaker Corporation has pur- 
chased five Waterman  Arrowbiles 
powered with Studebaker Dictator en- 
gines. The Arrowbiles have removable 
wings and are dubbed “flying auto- 
mobiles.” The company will demon- 
strate the machines in principal cities 
late this summer. As automobiles they 
are said to have a top speed of 75 
m.p.h., and as planes, 125 m.p.h. Wal- 
do Waterman, of Santa Monica, Calif., 
is the inventor and producer. 


ARMY AWARDS 


Mackay Trophy and Cheney Honor 
Presented May 8 
Presentation of the Cheney Award 


and the Mackay Trophy, two of the 
Air Corps’ highest awards, was made 
on May 8 at Bolling Field, D. C. by 
General Malin Craig, chief of staff of 
the Army and acting Secretary of Wat 

The Mackay Trophy, presented each 
year for the most flight, 
was received by six officers and three 
enlisted men: Capt. Richard E. Nugent, 
Ist Lieuts. Joseph A. Miller, Edwin 
G. Simenson, 2d Lieuts. Burton W 
Armstrong, William P. Ragsdale, Jr., 
and Herbert Morgan, Jr. (Air Reserve) ; 
Technical Sergeant Gilbert W. Olson, 
Staff Sergeant Howard M. Miller, and 
Corporal Frank B. Connor. The flight 
for which the award was made took 
place on August 13, 1936, during the 
Second Army Maneuvers. 

The Cheney Award, presented an- 
nually for an outstanding act of valor, 
was shared by Major Frederick D. 
Lynch and Staff Sergeant Joseph L. 
Murray for their rescue of the crew 
of a burning balloon near Fort Sill, 
Okla., in July, 1936. 


meritorious 


New EAL Stops 

Eastern Air Lines began serving a 
number of smaller stops on its line dur- 
ing May. Daytona Beach, Fla., got ait 
mail and passenger service beginning 
May 23, and Greensboro, N. C. re 
ceived air mail and passenger service 
on May 17 after a lapse of two years 
With the institution of 21-passenger 
DC-3’s on its chief runs, E.A.L. is 
now serving smaller stops with fast 
Lockheed service. 


Obituaries 


CLEM SOHN, the original “bat 
man,” was killed in a 1,000-foot plunge 
during an air show at Vincennes, France, 
in April. Jumping from an altitude of 
10,000 feet, he glided down on the 
canvas webbing between his arms and 
legs to 1,000 feet. Here he attempted 
to open his parachutes, but they failed 
and he fell like a stone. 

Sohn, who hailed from Lansing, 
Mich., was long a feature attraction at 
air meets and shows in the U. S. First 
specializing in delayed parachute jumps, 
he developed in 1934 the bat wings 
which enabled him to glide through the 
air like a bird, twisting and diving, 
before he opened his parachute. He 
usually let out a trail of flour behind 
him. Several times he narrowly escaped 
death and was seriously injured in 
England last June. 
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MILAN AIRCRAFT SHOW 


U. S. Firms Invited to Second Inter- 
national Exhibition 


American manufacturers of aircraft, 
aircraft engines, instruments and equip- 
ment have been invited to the second 
international aircraft exhibition to be 
held in Milan, Italy, from October 2 
to 17, according to the Department of 
Commerce. Manufacturers from all na- 
tions have been asked to send exhibits. 

Entries will close July 1, but later 
entries will be accepted at the discretion 
of the show authorities upon payment 
of increased space charges. 

The first exhibition was held in 
Milan in October 1935, when 174 
Italian and 159 foreign companies ex- 
hibited their products to 358,000 visi- 
tors. 


FACSIMILE RECEPTION 


Flynn Predicts Pilots Will Receive 
Written Orders 


Belief that it won't be long now 
before pilots receive written communica- 
tions in the air by means of ‘‘facsimile”’ 
reception machines has been expressed 
by James T. Flynn, chief of communi- 
cations for American Airlines 

The machines have already been 
tested on the ground and similar tests 
are being made in the airliners. They 
would transmit to aircraft in flight 
weather maps, instructions and dispatch 
orders in exact reproduction of the orig- 
inal prepared in the ground control 
office. Under the system, the original 
is placed in a transmitter, where it is 
transformed into radio impulses and 
broadcast. A receiver aboard the plane 
picks up the signals and reproduces 
them in the form of written messages 


Helena Show June 5-6 

Helena, Mont., May 22—Helena’s 
famed flying cadets, a high school group 
of flyers organized by L. W. Fahrner, 
will stage an air show here June 5 and 
6 in order to arouse interest in areo- 
nautics. National Parks Airways and 
Northwest Airlines will provide exhibi- 
tions 


Soaring Meet 

The eighth annual National Soaring 
Contest will be held at Elmira, N. Y., 
June 26 to July 11. Three of Ger- 
many’s latest type high performance 
sailplanes will be in action. Richard 
C. du Pont, president of the Soaring 
Society of America, is in general charge 





National Legislation 





Summary Up to the 


the only legislation passed by the 57th 
Congress of interest to aviation was the 
Neutrality Act, reported elsewhere in 
present Congress has 


present time 


this issue The 
advanced sluggishly because of the 
Supreme Court Indications are 
now, however, that speed will be the 
order from now on and June and July 
from the 


suc 


should be important ones 


standpoint of air transportation 


The status of important aviation 
legislation 1s 
S? and H. R. 4234, a bill to amend 


the Interstate Commerce Act, as 
amended, by providing for the regula 
tion of the transportation of passengers 
air carriers interstate, 
Known 


Hearings 


and property by 
overseas, and foreign commerce 
as the McCarren-Lea_ bill 
held in both Senate and House in Feb 
March and April. Bulls about 
ready to be reported out of committee 
Floor debate should take place in June 

$1760 and H. R. 4652, a bill to 
promote the safety of scheduled aut 
transportation, known as the McCarran 
Crosser bill and supported strongly by 
the Air Line Pilots Association Hear- 
ings held and bill should be reported 
out soon, but probably not until after 
the debate on $2 and H. R. 4234 

H. R. 4732 and H. R. 6628, bills to 
il laws and to permit 


ruary, 


revise the air mé 
the extension of the air mail 
introduced by Representative Jim Mead 
Hearings held and completed, bill. 
ported out on House calendar May 
come up early in June for debate and 


service 


vote 

These bills will be given extended 
discussion and treatment in the next 
two issues of AMERICAN AVIATION 


Lea Bill Reported Out 

The Lea bill which would place the 
airlines under Interstate Commerce 
regulation, was reported out of the 
House interstate commerce committee 
on May 28 and placed on the House 
calendar. Early debate is expected 
The bill was introduced early in the 
session as H. R. 5234. 


Consolidated Up 183% 
Aircraft Corp esti 
at $11,950,000 


Consolidated 
mates 1937 deliveries 
according to a listing application made 
May 27 to the New York Stock Ex 
change. This would mean an increase 
of 183% over total 1936 of 
$4,218,399 


sales in 
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U. S. DIRIGIBLE CAUSE NOT LOST 
DESPITE DISASTER, PRESS SAYS 





Some Newspapers Use ‘*‘I Told You So”’’ Theme 
But Comments on whole are Constructive 
and Lay Damage to Hydrogen 


HE editorial reaction of the na- 

tion’s press to the Hindenburg dis- 
aster is, on the whole, optimistic for 
the future of lighter-than-air craft in 
spite of the German dirigible’s destruc- 
tion. The preponderance of opinion is 
that such tragedies are not to be un- 
expected in the development of a new 
form of transportation and that the 
lessons learned from the Hindenburg’s 
crash may result in better and safer 
airships. 

Some newspapers, however, have 
taken a gloomy attitude and feel that 
the dirigible’s future is doomed. 

The Hartford (Conn.) Courant points 
out that only one dirigible, the Graf 
Zeppelin, still remains in operation. 
“The loss of the von Hindenburg is 
likely to add to that distrust that the 
public now entertains, rightly or 
wrongly, against lighter-than-air trans- 
portation,” it is stated. “Of the great 
dirigibles of the past, but one, the Graf 
Zeppelin, still remains in operation. 
The others have either been lost, like 
the score that have crashed in recent 
years, or been decommissioned like the 
Los Angeles. Again tragedy places the 
burden of proof on the advocates of 
lighter-than-air transportation.” 


The Wyoming State Tribune main- 
tains that “with the tragical examples 
of the Macon, Akron, Shenandoah, and 
now the Hindenburg, pointing the dan- 
ger and futility of giant dirigibles, the 
proposition of the sinking of millions of 
public funds in such contraptions is 
completely ‘out’ in America.” 

The Jacksonville Florida-Times Un- 
jon also feels that “it does not seem 
likely that the United States will again 
undertake the construction of large 
dirigibles.”’ 

The Louisville (Ky.) Courier-Journal 
believes that there is no lack of interest 
in air transport here, but it turns to 
planes. “No other country is keeping 
up with America in the promotion of 
commercial airways Other na- 
tions can subsidize experiments in di- 
rigibles and luxury liners. If they 
prove profitable, we can build them 
é When Americans spend $3,000,- 
000 on a cargo carrier a block long 
which costs thousands of dollars to 
dock, they want it to hold more than 
fifteen tons. For that money they can 
build faster planes with greater aggre- 
gate capacity, and easier to land, with- 
out the hazard of losing the whole in- 
vestment in one disaster.”’ 








“What are those other Ships? We must be off 


our course” 


Reproduced from the Arizona State Republic through courtesy of the artist— 


TxU 


and thanks, Reg, for the autographed original. 
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Undeterred! 


Hindenburg crash drawing by Lute Peace reproduced through the courtesy of 
The Newark Evening News. 





Much of the editorial discussion has 
centered on helium. 

The Portland Press Herald contends 
that helium was available to the Ger- 
mans but they refused it. “The German 
government could have used helium in 
the Hindenburg; the Herald claims, 
“but as the cost of helium enough to 
inflate the dirigible would have been 
$70,000 with profit and transportation 
costs to be added, the decision to use 
hydrogen was made. In short, the Nazis 
could not see the extra cost of the heli- 
um as imsurance against disaster. It 
was poor judgment.” 

“It was this matter of cost which 
stood in the way of the Hindenburg 
being filled with the inert gas,” says 
the Louisville Courier-Journal. ‘The 
tragedy at Lakehurst may be traced to 
that economy.” 

On the question of whether or not it 
is advisable to sell our helium to for- 
eign countries, the Washington (D. C.) 
Star takes the stand that ‘present con- 
ditions are such as to make it ques- 
tionable whether the United States 
should open its helium market for the 
use of European war agencies.” 

The Wyoming State Tribune is 
staunchly behind this view. “Should 
we supply Germany with helium, we 
would be constrained by considerations 
of neutrality to supply any and all 
ether countries requesting it, and this 
being so, we would throw open to the 
world the source of a_ tremendously 
potential element of which we for- 
tunately now have control a 

“" There would be no assur- 
ance that the gas would not be utilized 
as the lifting agent of martial dirigibles 
in the event of hostilities involving 
America Would it not be wiser, 
in consideration of our own interests 
and of the interests of humanity, that 
we should not relinquish our helium 
monopoly ?” 

On the other hand, the Washington 
(D. C.) Post is of the opinion that 
“where it can be conclusively shown 
that the helium is needed for strictly 
commercial purposes, a more generous 
attitude by the United States is in 
order.” 

Faith in the future of the lighter- 
than-air ship is expressed by a large 
percentage of the American press. The 
genius of men to successfully build and 
operate these great ships will rise above 
the Hindenburg disaster, the Seattle 


Post-Intelligencer believes. “Dr. Hugo 
Eckener, great builder of German dirigi- 
bles, stunned by the shock of the Hin- 
denburg’s destruction, said simply, “This 
is not the end of dirigibles!’" the 
editorial states. “Of course it is not the 
end. The genius of men to build these 
great ships, the skill of men to fly them, 
and the courage of people to use them, 
will rise above this disaster. 
Before too much is said about the hor- 
rors of the Hindenburg’s last journey, 
the amazing record of successful per- 
formance should be remembered 
Dirigible designers will not quit 
and should not quit.” 

The Birmingham Age-Herald’s view 
is that while undoubtedly another great 
blow has been dealt airships, they have 
demonstrated too many advantages and 
raised too many high hopes to expect 
that they forthwith will be abandoned. 

‘Men like Hugo Eckener will not be 
utterly dismayed—not yet,” the Age- 
Herald avers. ‘They will not achieve 
absolute safety of course. But, then, 
that is not to be found on the earth— 
even in one’s snug bed—much less in 
the skies. They probably will find 
enough of it, however, to keep the 
dirigibles from doom Man _ has 
not yet been permanently held back by 
his recollections of failure.’ 

“The Hindenburg disaster will not 
stop the building of dirigibles any more 
than the Titanic disaster stopped the 
building of passenger liners of super- 
size and speed,” says the Little Rock 
Arkansas Gazette. “Even if the United 
States abandons the building of these 
aircraft other nations will continue to 
build and improve them. Then, belated- 
ly, we should have to re-enter the field.” 


Consolidated Raises 
SAN DIEGO, CALIF., May 6— 
More than 3800 employes of the Con- 
solidated Aircraft plant will receive 
wage increases totalling $685,000 an- 
nually, according to announcement by 
Major Reuben Fleet, president. 


Menasco Personnel 
Menasco has announced appointment 
of Walter Schindler as machine shop 
foreman and Latham Pollock as chief 

of the inspection department 





re- 












New Jersey Pilot Fired 
on; Bullet Pierces 


Gas Tank 


NEWARK, May 5—Residents of 
Rutherford, a suburb near here, don't 
like the way airplanes have been flying 
over their houses. So a few of the 
citizenry have just up and taken pot 
shots at planes they believe are flying 
too low. 

George Ray, private pilot flying out 
of Clifton Airport, is the latest target. 
He was fired on but the bullet missed 
him, piercing the gas tank. Ray man- 
aged to land safely. Peter Tomnie, 
airport operator, said he recently re- 
ceived an anonymous telephone call 
threatening to “pepper the planes full 
of lead” if he did not keep “those 
langed planes higher.” 

As a result of complaints by residents 
of low flying near the airport, the 
Rutherford Borough Council has re- 
fused a permit to expand the airport. 


Nash Appointed 
Charlotte, N. C., May 16—W. States 
Lee, chairman of the Charlotte airport 


commission, announced the appoint- 
ment today of Major V. L. Nash as 


airport manager. The appointment was 
one of the first acts of the new com- 
mission, other members of which are 
Charles E. Lambeth and John F. Boyd. 
The new airport is to be dedicated July 
3 with elaborate ceremonies. Local 
pilots have recently protested because 
they have not been invited to partici- 
pate. Plans are being made to pave 
and lengthen the runways from 2,500 
feet to 5,000 and 5,500 feet. 





AMERICAN AVIATION has no selfish 
axe to grind. It's completely inde- 
pendent. 


American 





FLYING HOSPITALS 


Planes May be Staffed with 
Doctors and Nurses 








Flying hospitals, staffed by expert 
doctors and nurses, were discussed at 
Union Air Terminal, Los Angeles, on 
May 17, by physicians and airmen. The 
meeting was called to form plans for 
transporting the sick and injured in 
time of emergency. 

The Southern California Aviation 
Medical Advisory Group is expected to 
be organized within a few weeks. It 
will pass on the qualifications of am- 
bulance planes and nurses who go aloft 
in them. 

Among those present at the meeting 
called by Paul Mantz, United Air Serv- 
ice president, were Amelia Earhart; 
Lauretta M. Schimmoler, founder of the 
Aerial Nurse Corps of America; Dr. C. 
H. Gowan, Department of Commerce 
inspector; Dr. Isaac H. Jones, Depart- 
ment of Commerce; Dr. Harlan Shoe- 
maker, instructor of internes, General 
Hospital; Dr. E. Vincent Askey, secre- 
tary of the Los Angeles County Medical 
Asso.; Dr. R. Nichol Smith, chief sur- 
geon of Hollywood Hospital and Drs. 
Raymond Wayland, A. G. Bower, R. 
W. Meals, and Royal Chayne. 


Pilots Organize 

Indianapolis, May 16.—The Indiana 
Pilots’ Association has been incorporated 
to promote the advancement of aviation, 
protect the interests of sportsmen pilots 
and cooperate with the Department of 
Commerce. Incorporators are Elvan 
Tarkington, operator of Tarkington Air- 
port; Ignatius Dienhart, superintendent 
of Indianapolis Municipal Airport, and 
Judge Straley Thorpe, of Gary. 
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Small Plane Manufacturers 


to Get $400 Export Refund 


Aeronautical Chamber of Commerce Successful 
in Fight to Reduce Exorbitant Armament 
Licensing Tax Which Pinched Small 
Concerns. Fee Now $100 


NE of the most important provi- 
sions to aircraft manufacturers of 
the new Neutrality Act, which was 
signed by the President on May 1, is 
that relating to Manufacturers’ regis- 
tration fees. The old law forced all 
aircraft manufacturers, whether export- 
ing or not, to pay a fee of $500, which 
was a real hardship in the case of the 
small company. Under the new law, 
the registration fee is reduced to $100 
where the total sales value of the ar- 
ticles manufactured during the twelve 
months immtdiately preceding registra- 
tion was less than $50,000. Com- 
panies that have paid the larger fee 
are now entitled to a $400 refund, if 
they can qualify under the above terms. 
Leading the fight to have the regis- 
tration charge reduced has been Leigh- 
ton Rogers, president of the Aero- 
nautical Chamber of Commerce of 
America. It was chiefly due to his 
representations to the Secretary of 
State and the Munitions Control Board 
that the reduced fee proviso was put 
into the new Act with the aim of easing 
the burden on small manufacturers of 
aircraft and equipment who have had 
to pay the $500 sum if they wished to 
stay in business even though they did 
not manufacture for export. 

The injustice of the larger fee on 
this class of manufacturers was first 
brought to the attention of the State 
Department in January, 1936, accord- 
ing to facts presented in a letter that 
the Aeronautical Chamber has just cir- 


culated to its members. No action was 
taken at that time by Congress. At 
the beginning of this session, how- 
ever, the Chamber renewed its efforts 
and succeeded in having the proviso 
placed in the new bill. 

Among the aircraft companies that 
will be benefitted are Cessna Aircraft 
Co., Continental Motors Corp., Edo 
Aircraft Corp., North American Avia- 
tion, Pitcairn Autogiro Co., R. A. Rear- 
win, and the Taylor Aircraft Co. 

Included in the changes from the 
original law are the definitions of the 
term ‘“‘vessel’’ which, as now used 
throughout the act, includes “aircraft 
the term “American vessel” includes 
“aircraft”; and the term ‘“‘vehicle” in- 
cludes “‘aircraft.” The effect is to make 
all of the provisions of the act applica- 
ble to aircraft. 

The language of the first section is 
changed to make it unlawful, in addi 
tion ‘to export,” “to attempt to export 
or cause to be exported” arms, ammuni- 
tion, etc. to belligerent nations, or to 
neutral states for trans-shipment to such 
nations when the President proclaims 
that a state of war exists between 
those countries 

Another change provides that when 
civil strife in a foreign state is of sufh 
cient magnitude that the export of arms, 
etc. might endanger the peace of the 
United States, a proclamation * similar 
in effect to that discussed above shall 
be made 





News Break— 


Charles H. Owens, staff artist for 
the Los Angeles Times, and James 
Bassett, Jr., reporter for the same 
paper, experienced one of those rare 
news breaks which only newspaper- 
men seem to have, on the day the 
Hindenburg burned and crashed to her 
doom. 

The pair left Los Angeles on a 








routine assignment to go to New York 
on United Air Lines’ new Skylounge 
three-stop run. They left Burbank at 
7:35 p. m. om May 5, arriving at 
Newark Airport 15 hours and 41 
minutes later. Owens saw the Hind- 
enburg riding out the storm over New 
York and sketched the ship several 
times from the U. A. L. plane. At 
one time the plane and the dirigible 
were quite close. 











Owens never dreamed that six hours 
later he would be hastily sketching the 
charred mass of ruins at Lakehurst. 
Both sketches, shown below, were 
wire-photoed to Los Angeles that 
evening and appeared the following 
morning in the Times. The sketch at 
the left is probably the last made of 
the proud giant of the skies before 
the disaster. 


“The result of our potentially 





routine transcontinental trip was as un 
usual a bit of news coincidence as I've 


ever been party to,” Owens wrote 
AMERICAN AVIATION. 
Besides the Hindenburg sketches, 


Owens made about 100 other sketches 
on the round-trip, principally to study 
the topography and geography of the 
country over which he flew. Bassett 


wrote a series of stories as well as 
covering the Zep disaster first hand 
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FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW 
(Continued from page one) 
business man. If he is in some phase of aviation he wants to*know what 
the other fellow in aviation is doing—operating and trafic methods— 
design and laboratory studies—financing—equipment development— 
state, Federal and international rules covering flight through the air— 
all the news in the broad field of aviation. 

The business man not in aviation must keep informed about it because 
scheduled and private flying is rapidly changing the conditions under 
which he must do business. He must know about air mail and use it 
because his competition has been speeded up through the use of air 
mail. A highway construction machinery manufacturer must send his 
salesmen by air to any state contemplating a large purchase otherwise his 
competitor's man is on the ground a day or two ahead of him and has 
the deal sewed up. A farm implement manufacturer and his local deal- 
ers must known about and wse air express, otherwise a competitor may 
control a territory through speedier service in delivering each year’s vast 
volume of emergency replacement parts. Mining enterprises must know 
about charter service to isolated mines and air freight facilities. Railroad 
men must keep informed about scheduled air transport competition that 
is making rapid advance in the field of first class passenger travel. Bus 
operators will find many opportunities for increased business through 
connections with airplane service as more intermediate stops develop on 
all airlines. Where mail, express and passenger transportation plays a 
part in any business, the time element in that part of the business has 
in the last decade been reduced by two-thirds through the development 
of aviation. The airplane is today a factor that no business man of im- 
portant affairs can ignore. Our news columns will overlook no business 
interest—will keep all briefly and adequately informed. 


Social Intercourse 

Let us think about the lighter things of life, leaving the subject of 
business while we consider aviation’s place in social intercourse. Even 
the social intercourse of a nation has its business side, too. A hotel man 
of Del Monte can go after vacation guests anywhere in the U.S.A. since 
overnight passenger service coast to coast has been developed by sched- 
uled transcontinental airlines. This was not possible a decade ago be- 
cause a Pittsburgher would consume most of his two weeks vacation on 
a train enroute to and from California. A debutante of Boston, who 
may have become engaged to an M.I.T. graduate currently winning his 
spurs in the mines of South Dakota, may hasten her wedding day through 
the use of the airmail. Fifteen letters a month may be received and 
answered, whereas a decade ago only five letters could be received and 
answered by railway mail service. We should also mention that a bride 
in South Dakota, through a small local ladies’ wear shop, may get style 
merchandise on approval from Fifth Avenue, New York, via overnight 
ait express. Through all of which one can readily see that the airplane 
may bring Boston, New York and South Dakota much closer together. 
And what a fine blending of American characteristics may result as we 
visualize, a short generation hence, a grandson of conservative Boston 
expressing the progressive sentiments of South Dakota on the floor of 
the U. S. Senate! 

The airplane is rapidly changing American business and social life. 
It will be difficult to keep abreast of affairs during this and succeeding 
years if you do not become a reader of AMERICAN AVIATION. 


PAWNS IN THE GAME 


HE present air mail situation is about as sordid a commentary of 

} political manipulation as can be found in American history. It 
isn’t enough that the Post Office Department is playing the airline 
operators for a bunch of suckers; even some of the airline boys “down 
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the line” have fallen like a ton of bricks for subtle Post Office propa- 
ganda and have been hypnotized to the proper Post Office frame of mind. 

What we are referring to is the legislative program for the airlines 
now pending before Congress and the new air mail contracts which the 
Post Office is about to advertise. The two cannot be considered separ- 
ately. They have formed a political battlefield, the results of which 
might even lead to such an extreme as another cancellation and a ruinous 
price war. 

In the first place this is an extremely important year for the airlines. 
All previous efforts to secure constructive legislation which would take 
the airlines out of the political realm of the Post Office and place them 
under the sane and fair regulation of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission (along with the railroads and bus carriers) have failed. When 
the present 75th Congress opened, airline legislation was introduced 
immediately (Senator McCarran’s S2 bill). Representative Clarence 
Lea of California, probably the airlines’ best friend in the House, in- 
troduced another bill which pleased the airlines even more. Senator 
McCarran promptly introduced the Lea bill into the Senate as Substitute 
$2, so that when the bills are finally reported out for debate, which will 
be soon, they will be identical. 

It is important to note that the McCarran-Lea bill is opposed by only 
two groups—the Post Office and the Department of Commerce. At the 
hearings held earlier this year the Department of Commerce had a 
difficult time explaining why it opposed the bill, but the Post Office 
Opposition is no mystery. A politician has to have in his bag of tricks 
a group of favorites. In the present situation, the airlines are one of 
the pawns. Political groups must pay communities off in the cheapest 
coin necessary. Air mail is one way of paying off political debts. 


Bid Low or Else 


There is nothing mystical about all this. It is common every-day pro- 
cedure. The political system is inherent in our form of government and 
we have seen it exercised in hundreds of ways. The big question before 
aviation, however, is whether this sort of control over air transportation 
is going to mean a healthy development of a new industry and a new 
mode of travel that hasn't even begun to reach into its infinite possibili- 
ties. 

It is no secret in Washington that Representative Jim Mead is going 
to get his Washington Buffalo air mail that he’s been fighting for. But 
i¢ is not unrelated that Jim Mead’s bills pending before Congress are 
probably the least constructive and least progressive legislation proposed 
since the Air Mail Act of 1934. A Congressman cannot fight the Post 
Office and still get his pet route. It also is no secret about the Denver 
intermediate stop granted to United Air Lines; a political debt was paid 
to Denver, which wanted the air mail route, but the Post Office had to 
stretch a long point of law to find a justification for tip-toeing around 
the Air Mail Act of 1934. (Incidentally in so doing the Post Office set 
a precedent of far-reaching magnitude which it may not even be aware 
of itself). Also, it is no secret that First Assistant Postmaster General 
Bill Howes wants a new air mail route through South Dakota, his home 
state as part of the gravy he can take home with him. 

All this is chicken-feed, though, when it comes to the new air mail 
routes which the Post Office will shortly advertise. The inside manipu- 
lation has reached almost scandalous proportions. Airline operators 
have been called upon one by one. Independent operators have been 
contacted. The word has been passed around, as the Post Office can 
only pass word around, that “We're not interested in any bids over 
17 cents a mile.” Even lower bids are suggested “if you want the 
business—and if you don’t want it we know somebody that does.’ The 
Post Office has made it clear that unless low bids are received, the con- 
tracts will not be let. It is certainly no secret that the Post Office is high- 
pressuring the air mail contracts to force through the Mead bill. “If 
you boys want some more air mail, you'd better help us get the Mead 
bills through.” 


Defeatism is Ridiculous 


Now any airline operator knows that a 17-cent rate for carrying the 
mail is too low. Why shouldn’t the Government pay a fair rate for what 
it gets? Anything under 30 cents a mile should not be considered for 
multi-motored equipment. The cost of operating one major airline is 
60 cents a mile, while Lockheed service costs over 30 cents a mile. 
Then why should the Post Office play the airlines for a bunch of boobs? 

The irony of all this is that some of the minor airline executives have 
become victims of the Post Office. They have been spreading the word 
around that ‘“S2 hasn’t a chance.’ That's just what the Post Office 
wants. As a matter of fact, the McCarran-Lea bill has an excellent 
chance to pass the 75th Congress. It is natural for the Post Office to try 
to defeat it, but it is ridiculous apathy for any airline man not to resist 
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Just Heard— 


- INGMAKING is an accomplished 
science in the U. S., as Jim Farley 
imply demonstrated. Astotien is inter- 
ested in the “kingmaking’’ strategy of 
Senator Joseph P. Guffey, of Pennsyl- 
vania, who has started out at this early 
late to “sell” Governor George Earle 
f the Keystone State into the White 
House in 1940. Right now Guffey is 
making a lot of speeches in the South 
nd the name of Earle pops up frequent- 
ly. The Pennsylvania Governor, you will 
recall, is the only Governor who has 
pilot's license and is more than 
isually interested in aviation. 





‘JICK MERRILL was the seventh to 
pilot a Lockheed over the Atlantic, 
nd Lockheed is plenty proud of the 
aan First there was Wiley Post in 
Vega in 1931, followed by Capt 
George Endres and Alexander Maygar, 
Amelia Earhart, and the team of Jimmie 
Mattern and Benny Griffin. In 1933 
Wiley made his second flight, followed 
by Lieut. Felix Waitkus. No Lockheed 
nt over after that until 1936 but 
king the first round-trip commercial 
flight is something in itself. 


F Gene Vidal goes through with 
his airline plans, and doesn’t get 
mail contracts, he probably will 

take out the baggage compartment of 
DC-2’s and transform them into 18- 
ssenger ships, four more seats than 
now hold. Passenger fares may be 
cted to drop also. 





UMORS have it that Jim Eaton is 
planning a come-back into airline 
ition by backing a seaplane com- 
1y to operate between New York 
| Maimi via the coast. 





[) 1CK MERRILL is slated for bigger 
things soon, probably something 
ins-Atlantic. He's such a hero right 
w that E.A.L. has as many as 400 
guests to fly on a plane piloted by 
This has played hob with EAL’s 


schedules. It is said that passengers 
just make the ride for no other reason 
than to “fly with Merrill.” Such is 
fame. 


FFICIAL records often disappear 

in Washington, usually for good 
causes. One man in an official posi- 
tion in a department concerned with 
aviation is feeling very cockey these 
days. Reason: certain records “‘disap- 
peared” a few months ago in another 
government agency. And is he relieved! 


EVERAL 

ering incorporating in Canada in 
order to provide feeder lines into the 
U. S. to draw business from the trans- 
Canadian line which will be hooked 
up with the trans-Atlantic service. 


major airlines are consid- 


HAT trans-Canadian line will be 
slow in materializing. The Van- 
couver-Montreal section will open this 
year but the eastern section is far from 
completion. See AM-AV for June 15. 


IG puzzle for Braniff is what to do 

with his Mexican air mail contract 
He has no foreign air mail contract with 
U. S., so how to handle air mail on his 
proposed line from Texas to Mexico 
City is a stickler. 


‘TALK in aviation circles in Wash- 

ington is the way Senator Harry S. 
Truman, (Democrat, Missouri), has dis- 
tinguished himself in handling aviation 
matters on the Interstate Commerce 
Committee. He showed remarkable 
grasp of aviation problems and is win- 
ning his spurs on this subject 


OHN 5S. “Jack"”” Wynne, former air- 

port chief in the B.A.C., is building 
up a fine air law practice. Already he 
represents three airlines in Washington 
and is attracting favorable attention 


He will make his mark 





| ressure. 
have ever had proposed. 


The McCarran-Lea bill is the finest legislation the 
Most of them have been working hard for it 


airlines 


t the laggards ought to wake up before it’s too late. 
Another unfortunate note of despair was the statement made in our 


learing by an airline man to the effect that 


“There are some changes 


hat will have to be made in the McCarran bill before we'l/ let it go 
rough. (Italics ours) If they make the changes, then we wiil let it go 


through.” This is childish talk. 


iced or reported out in Congress was ever perfect. 
an expect is to get a general principle adopted and take the best that 
Also, this individual was bragging in a way that is 


can be obtained. 
ost damaging to the whole cause. 
ends upon the “say so” 
spot where he should know that. 


If it wasn’t so serious, the situation would be amusing. 


In the first place, no bill ever intro- 


The best anyone 


Passage of the bill in no way de- 


of the airlines. This individual was in a 


Only the 


other day some ebullient Congressman introduced a bill to set aside 


May 28 as ‘‘Aviation Day.” 


What a travesty! 


If Congress wants to 


ecognize aviation, it can do so by giving air transportation a chance to 


row constructively, and it isn’t getting that chance now. 
when they do something to merit the 


can talk about 
honor, 


“Aviation Days”’ 


Congressmen 


The airlines have the best opportunity in airline history to obtain 
a legislation at this session. Whether the McCarran-Lea bill is 


rfect or imperfect is beside the point. 


Everyone will agree that it 


ould do more to advance air transportation than any other one factor. 
No airline official should ever be caught talking pessimistically or brag- 


ging about his “influence.” 
woods yet by a long shot. 


The airlines aren't out of the political 
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SKY STORMING YANKEE: THE 
STORY OF GLENN CURTISS. B) 
Clara Studer. Illustrated. 370 pages. 
Stackpole Sons, New York. Price, 
$3.00. 

Here is the dramatic story of the 
romantic career of Glenn Curtiss, the 
silent, homely, inspired master of auto- 
motivation. The personal history of 
“G. H.”, as he was known, is in a 
large part the history of the beginning 
of flight. Clara Studer reveals the 
heart-stirring events of his pioneering, 
of his intuitions and experiments, his 
struggle against misunderstanding, his 
silent, lonely service to science 

Starting his mechanical career in a 
bicycle repair shop in Hammondsport, 
N. Y., Curtiss pursued his dream of 
speed and flight over many parts of the 
globe. Alexander Graham Bell and 
many another giant of mechanics move 
across the pages of the book. Racing 
meets, international tourneys, the de- 
tails of motor and plane construction, 
patent struggles and private dramas are 
the ingredients with which Miss Studer 
has woven an exciting tale of modern 
achievement 

Included in the volume are some 
thirty pages of rare photographs—an 
album of aerial Americana 


HEROES OF THE AIR. By Chelsea 


Fraser. Fifteenth printing. 816 p 


O68 maps and fronti piece Thoma 
Y Crowell Co.. New York. Price 
$2.50 


This standard book on aviation gives 
a remarkably full record of outstanding 
flights and flyers from the beginning of 
aeronautics to the present. The first 
long flights across the Atlantic and 
around the world by airplane; the long 
dirigibles ; 


test cruises of separate 


stories on such pioneers as Macready, 
Maughan, MacMillan, Byrd, Chamber 
lin, and Lindbergh; and the journeys 
into the stratosphere are among the 
wealth of material included 

The fifteenth printing brings the rec 
ord up to January, 1937, and contains 
such recent events as the clipper flights 
across the Pacific 

Excellently illustrated with 
drawn by the author 


maps 


I WANTED WINGS. By Beirne Lay, 
Jr. Illustrated. 350 page Harper 
and Brothers, New York. Price, $2.50 
Spirited, intensely human reading of 

the education of an Army flyer at Ran 

dolph and Kelly Fields. The impact of 


speed, danger, terror—the daily thrills 


and sensations of flighi—are felt in 
Lay's personal narrativ He puts you 
in the cockpit of a piane careening 


down out of range of any landing field 
lifts you for wild rides on 15,000-foot 
hills of snowy clouds; sends you over 
side in a parachute—in short, the ex 
citement, the sweat, the laughs and the 


tragedy that go to make up the greatest 
adventure left to 


time 


a young man in peace 


The author was one of the Army 
pilots who flew the mail when the con 


mercial air mail contracts were can 
celled He relates the details of this 
grim experience, as he does his others 
with an eye single to the truth 

Lay has turned out a lively, con 


pelling tale. Says Eddie Rickenbacker 
I WANTED WINGS is one of th 
simplest and most interesting pieces of 
literature yet to be produced 


subject of aviation 
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Newsmen Wonder 
Air Commerce 


Who’s 
Director When 


Fagg Not Told of Ban 


Fred D. Fagg, Jr., director of the 
Bureau of Air Commerce since March 1, 
is getting a lot of sympathy from friends, 
and particularly from Washington news 
papermen, who know what he’s up 
against in trying to run the Bureau. 
Comment around Washington is that if 
he doesn't succeed, it won't be his 
fault 

Most recent sample of lack of or- 
ganization and disregard of officials for 
even the most simple courtesies of office 
in the Department of Commerce, where- 
by top political office-holders place com- 
petent and responsible subordinates in 
extremely embarrassing positions, was 
the banning of “stunt” trans-oceanic 
hops by Colonel J. Monroe Johnson, 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce. 

Instead of issuing a formal release 
to all newspapermen and letting his 
own Director of Air Commerce in on 
the news, the South Carolina Assistant 
Secretary gave the story to one reporter 
for the International News Service, 
then left town. Result was that I.N.S. 
“broke” the story Monday morning, May 


17, and other 
men naturally called Fagg at once t 
check on the story. Fagg was force 
to admit he knew nothing of | the 
Colonel's statement laying down the 
ban and when he tried to reach his 
superior Fagg found the Colonel was 
out of town After hastily putting 
the situation together, Fagg gave con 
hrmation to the story 

Washington newspapermen wonder 
what the title “Director of the Bureau 
of Air Commerce” really means when 
a higher-up lets loose of dynamite to a 
newspaperman without even extending 
the courtesy of informing his own im 
mediate subordinate. Nicknames given 
to the Colonel by newspapermen vary 
from “Sailboat’’ to “Rowboat.” 

One prominent aviation official whose 
name is tops in the industry and who 
is no mean figure to play with, is said 
to be boiling over the discourteous and 
rude reception given him recently by 
the Assistant Secretary when he called 
to talk sanely about a serious areonau- 
tical matter 


Washington newspapet 


} 
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BOEING TO OFFER NEW SHARES; 
BARKLEY-GROW AND SOLAR FILE 
Seattle Company Limits Additional Issue to 183,- 


610 Shares While Other Stock Registrations Re- 
flect Increased Aviation Production Activity 


A new issue of capital stock by the 
Boeing Airplane Co., of Seattle, was 
registered May 19 with the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. 

The statement shows that not more 
than 183,610 shares will be offered to 
stockholders and that not more than 
12,000 shares will be offered to officers 
and employes. (Earlier in Seattle the 
directors authorized on May 7 an in- 
crease in the company’s capital stock 
from 600,000 to 800,000 shares). 

The price and the date that the stock 
will be available will be determined 
later. 

The balance sheet of the Boeing com- 
pany, dated March 31, 1937, showed 
total assets of $3,722,872.95, with total 
liabilities amounting to the same figure. 
On May 11 the company reported a net 
profit of $115,837 after depreciation, 
federal income taxes, etc., for the quar- 
ter ended March 31, 1937. This 
amounts to 22 cents a share on 521,882 
shares (par $5) of capital stock. Dur- 
ing the same period last year, the com- 
pany sustained a net loss of $41,469. 
First quarter sales amounted to $1,271,- 
103.15. 


Barkley-Grow Seeks New 
Working Capital for Plant 

Two hundred and fifty thousand 
shares of stock were listed in the regis- 
tration statement of Barkley-Grow Air- 
craft Corp., 2017 Penobscot Bldg., De- 
troit, Mich., filed with the SEC on 
May 4. The issue became effective 
May 24. 

The type of issue, according to the 
Statement, is class A non-cumulative 
participating common stock (par $1) 
entitled to a first and prior annual divi- 
dend, if earned, of not less than 6% of 
its par value. 

The estimated net proceeds to be 
raised by the sale of the issue is $212,- 
500. 

The purposes for which the funds will 
be used are listed as follows: 


Estimated cost of addi- 
tions to plant and 
equipment: 

To purchase land ad- 











jacent to plant .... $1,000 
Alterations and addi- 

tions to buildings... 50,000 
Machinery .......... 10,000 
BN Sen des-cuuse cei 7,500 68,500 
Payment of existing 

liabilities as of March 

31, 1937 
Balance ae price 

of land (includes in- 

terest to March 31, 

ETE. cereccccccee S008 
Accounts payable .... 20,900.80 
Notes payable ....... 1,458 
Taxes payable (assem- 

bled as part of pur- 

chase price of A 

NY ee 9,737.21 
Accrued salaries and 

SS. cncdeccesecs 7,154.41 
Accrued taxes and in- 

rere 1,815.33 
Loan payable ....... 3,000 59,100.75 
Advertising and_intro- 

duction of new prod- 

ucts (estimated) .. 6,000 
Additional working 

capital to finance 

payrolls and purchase 

eee 78,899.25 84,899.25 

DED cxsurkvakswinieeewundke $212,500 


The issuer intends to manufacture 
and sell airplanes, airplane wings (to 


be known as the Barkley Multi-Cellular 
Wings), and hollow steel propellers. 

The officers and directors of the com- 
pany are Harold B. Grow, president, 
general manager and director; A. S. 
Barkley, vice president and director; 
Robert R. Stoetzer, secretary, treasurer, 
and director; Benjamin Jacobson, plant 
superintendent and director; Dwight C. 
Maier, chief aeronautical engineer and 
director; Paul T. Young and J. Mel- 
vin Wilke, directors. 


Solar Statement Is Filed 
With SEC for New Issue 


The Solar Aircraft Co., 1212 West 
Juniper Street, San Diego, Calif., manu- 
facturers of airplane parts, specializing 
in exhaust manifolds, registered with 
the SEC on May 5 a total of 204,240 
shares of capital stock (par $1) of 
which 75,000 shares are presently to 
be issued through the Los Angeles Stock 
Exchange. 

The company, a California corpora 
tion, was incorporated July 21, 1936, ac- 
cording to facts set forth in the state- 
ment. It is the outgrowth of the orig- 
inal Prudden-San Diego Airplane Co., 
which was incorporated in California 
on Nov. 15, 1927. 

In December, 1936, the statement 
says, the concern acquired by purchase 
through issuance of stock a 51% in- 
terest in Industrial Products, Inc., own- 
ers of a patent on a new air filtering 
device. 

Solar holds a lease from the Harbor 
Department, City of San Diego, covering 
approximately 214 acres, including 
buildings, which expires Sept. 1, 1951. 
The area of the improved buildings 
covers 39,316 square feet. 

Officers of the company are Edmund 
T. Price, president; Coburn S. Mars- 
ton, vice president and Secretary; Lon 
E. Wheeler, vice president; Alfred W. 
Briggs, treasurer and assistant secretary ; 
J. Glenn Menzel, assistant secretary. 

The directors are Edmund T. Price, 
Coburn S. Marston, Lon E. Wheeler, 
Jackson L. Hicklin, James O. Richards, 
Herbert S. Richards, and George H. 
Stone. 


Porterfield Moves To 
Larger Quarters 


The Porterfield Aircraft Corp. of 
Kansas City moved to larger quarters 
at 18th and Wabash Streets on May 15. 
The new building, with over 50,000 
square feet, is four times the size of 
the plant just vacated. 


The move was necessitated by the 
largest backlog of orders in the com- 
pany’s history. The new quarters will 
permit the employment of twice the 
former mechanical force and the pro- 
duction of three ships daily. 

The Porterfield Aircraft Corp. and 
the Porterfield Aircraft and Engineering 
Corp. recently purchased Richards Field, 
comprising 153 acres, said to be the 
first airport in the Kansas City area. 
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TAYLOR-YOUNG FILE 
NEW STOCK ISSUE 


Makers of Taylorcraft Register 
290,000 Shares With SEC; 
Light Plane Business 
Reported Soaring 


The Taylor-Young Airplane Co., or- 
ganized to manufacture the Taylorcraft 
airplane, with headquarters at Alliance, 
Ohio, registered 290,000 
common stock with the SEC on May 14. 
Of this amount, 115,000 shares (par 
$1) will be offered publicly June 3. 
Hiltz & Co., Inc. are the principal 
underwriters. 

The statement also showed that 60,- 
000 shares (par $1) are now outstand- 
ing. 

The officers and directors of the new 
concern are C. G. Taylor, Alliance, 
Ohio, president and director; W. C. 
Young, Alliance, Ohio, vice president 
and director; F. L. Wehrhan, 70 Wall 
St., New York, chairman of the board; 
S. I. Vaughn, Alliance, Ohio, secre- 
tary and director; F. J. Sullivan, Al- 
liance, treasurer and director; and C. 
W. Kerwood, N. Y. Advertising Club, 
director. 

The assets of the company as of 
April 3, 1937, were $109,160.61 and 
liabilities totalled the same amount. 

The plant has a floor space of 18,000 
square feet and is located on an airport 
of approximately 130 acres. The com- 
pany has an option to purchase the 
property on or before Oct. 1, 1937, at 
$43,000. Officials of the organization 
believe that the production capacity of 
the present factory can be increased to 
75 planes per month with minor addi- 
tion to machinery and equipment. 

It is estimated that the net proceeds 
(before deduction of the expenses of 
the offering, estimated at $26,097) to 
be raised by the sale of 115,000 shares 
in the event that Hiltz & Co. purchases 
them will amount to $270,000. The 
company tentatively proposes to use the 
sum approximately as follows: 


shares of 


Payment of the promissory note 
made by the company to G.M.P. 
Murphy and Co., dated March 
31, 1937, and due on or before 


Ceteber 2, WSF ccvccscccccees $90,000 
(In event that this note is con- 
verted in whole or in part into 
shares of the common stock of the 
company, at the rate of $2 per 
share, then that portion that is 
not used for payment of the note 
will be added to the fund reserved 
for working capital.) 
For dope room, office fixtures, boiler 
room and shop extension ...... 50,000 
For office and draughting room 
Clan cc ccc ccccesccccces 5,000 
For tools and equipment, consisting 
of drills, presses, etc. ......... 17,000 


For miscellaneous dies ....... 7,000 


For jigs, for fuselage and wing 
assembly jiusstenesasesocesss SAD 
For additional other machinery ... 10,000 
For the expenses of this issue . 26,097 
For increase in material inventory 
sufficient ot maintain a production 
schedule of 75 planes per month 70,000 


Payment under contract to purchase 
plant in the event the option to 
purchase is exercised .......... 5,000 

(In the event that this option 
to purchase the building and 
grounds at Alliance, Ohio, is not 
exercised, this $5,000 will not 
become due and will be added to 
the fund for working capital.) 


For working capital 38,903 





Ee 


It is reported that the factory is far 
behind on orders and that many pros- 
pective purchasers have been discour- 
aged from expecting early delivery. 


Salary Payments of 
2 Concerns Revealed 


C. L. Egtvedt, president of Boeing 
Aircraft Co. received a salary in 1936 
of $20,000, according to a statement 
filed with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. Other payments included 
$11,684 to C. N. Monteith, executive 
vice-president; $10,999 to G. W. Carr, 
vice-president; and $14,500 to Messrs. 
Todd, Holman & Sprague, general 
counsel, of which William M. Allen, 
Boeing director, is a partner. 

Vincent Bendix, president of the 
Bendix Aviation Corp., received a sal- 
ary of $75,273 in 1936, it is stated in 
salary data made public by the New 
York Stock Exchange. Other officials 
during the year received the following 
sums: V. W. Kliesrath, vice-president, 
$34,456; and W. L. McGrath, vice- 
president, $31,518. 


Michigan Bill to Provide 
Airport Zoning Passes House 

Lansing, Mich., May 19.—Structures 
could not be built within 1,000 feet 
of any licensed airport, which in the 
opinion of the State Board of Aero- 
nautics would constitute a hazard to 
airplanes using the field, according to 
a bill passed 68 to 2 by the Michigan 
House of Representatives. The proposed 
law is necessary to protect the Detroit 
and Wayne County Airports, it was de- 
clared by Rep. Douglas D. Tibbits 
(Rep.) of Boyne City. 

Tibbits also obtained passage, 64 to 
0, of a bill which prohibits releasing 
from airplanes objects which might en- 
danger life or property, except when 
necessary to the safety of the plane's 
occupants. 
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GROVER LOENING IS 
OFF PAN AM BOARD 


New Financing of Pan American 
Seen as Stockholders Author- 
ize Two to One Stock 


Division 

ROVER LOENING, newly ap- 

pointed aeronautical adviser to the 
U. S. Maritime Commission, resigned 
from the board of directors of Pan 
American Airways Corp. at a meeting 
of the board on May 20. Only a few 
months ago Mr. Loening resigned as a 
director of National Aviation Corp., 
which owns Washington-Hoover Air- 
port in the national capital. 

C. V. Ulrich was elected a director 
Pan American in Mr. Loening’s 
place. 

According to The Wall Street Jour- 
nal Pan American will seek early 
financing made necessary by route exten- 
sions and new heavy purchases of capi- 
tal equipment. The stockholders au- 
thorized a two for one stock division. 

New extensions include from 8,000 
to 9,000 miles from Honolulu to New 
Zealand and Australia, and a _ route 
from New York to Bermuda, first 
flight of which was made in a Sikorsky 
on May 25. Commitments for new 
equipment on Dec. 31, 1936, amounted 
to about $3,500,000. Chief items were 
six Boeing Clipper planes, two Boeing 
four-motored land transports, and several 
Douglas DC-3 type land transports. 
About $2,200,000 cash will be needed 
this year and on Dec. 31 last, the com- 
pany had $1,491,780 plus securities and 
cash in escrow under terms of equip- 
ment purchase contracts amounting to 
$1,057,995. An alternative to new 
financing by stock might be a loan from 
the R.F.C. 

The stock split-up plan involves the 
increasing of authorized shares from 
1,000,000 to 2,000,000, par value re- 
duced to $5 from $10. Each present 
share outstanding will receive two new 
shares in exchange. 


A five-year management stock pur- 
chase plan similar in essentials to the one 
now in use which expires soon, was 
also approved. Still another proposal 
approved was adoption of a by-law to 
provide from time to time for the dis- 
tribution to officers and employes com- 
pensation in addition to salaries amount- 
ing in the aggregate to not more than 
10% of consolidated net earnings. It 
was provided, however, that no indivi- 
tual shall receive under the plan more 
n 2% of consolidated net earnings 
in any one year, and that net earnings 
must be in excess of $1 a share under 
present capitalization before such bo- 
nuses can be paid. 





Newark Hangar Contracts 


Contracts totaling $171,633 on the 
hangar being built at Newark airport 
were awarded on May 12 by the City 
Commission. : 

For heating and ventilating work, the 
John H. Nelles Co., of 835 Springfield 
Ave., Irvington, was awarded $109,- 
843. Jaehnig & Peoples, Inc., of 13th 
Ave. received a contract to do the 
plumbing and drainage work at a cost 

$61,790. 


Navy Contracts 

The Navy Department has awarded 
Sperry Gyroscope Co., Inc., of Brooklyn, 

contract worth $282,445 for supply- 
ing gyro-compass and parts. Grumman 
Aircraft Engineering Corp., Long Is- 
land, N. Y., received a $571,923 con- 
tract to furnish airplanes and spare 
parts for the Navy. 


American 


Thompson Products Up 
Unfilled Orders Hit Record; 
Prifit at $284,230 


Thompson Products, Inc. reports 
more unfilled orders on its books than 
at any previous time in the organiza- 
tion’s history. F. C. Crawford, presi- 
dent, states that if the present produc- 
tion rate continues shipments during 
the second quarter will set a new rec- 
ord. 

For the quarter ended March 31, 
1937, the company and its subsidiaries 
showed a net profit, subject to audit 
and year-end adjustments, of $284,230 
after depreciation, federal income taxes, 
etc. This is equivalent, after dividend 
requirements on 10,000 shares of $5 
prior preferred stock, to 95 cents a 
share on 284,760 no-par shares of com- 
mon stock. 

Current assets as of March 31, 1937, 
including $88,111 cash, amounted to 
$4,630,469 and current liabilities were 
$1,766,369, compared with cash of 
$391,303, current assets of $3,622,777 
and current liabilities of $1,050,311 on 
the same date last year. 


Bendix Aviation 
Bendix Aviation Corp. and _ subsid- 


iaries shows net profit of $806,508 
for quarter ended March 31, 1937, 
after depreciation, interest, normal 


Federal income taxes, etc., but before 
surtax on undistributed profits, equiva- 
lent to 38 cents a share on 2,097,663 
(par $5) of capital stock. This com- 
pares with $860,820 or 41 cents a 
share in March quarter of previous 
year. 

The consolidated income account for 
- quarter compares with 1936 as fol- 
ows: 


1937 1936 
Operating profit ...$1,227,199 $1,301,338 
Depreciation ...... 247,279 243,2) 
Pea 2,100 4,577 
Federal income taxes 171,312 192,675 





Net profit 806,508 $ 860,820 
Net profit for 1935 was $803,537 for 
same quarter. 


United Air Lines 

The report of United Air Lines 
Transport Corp. and subsidiaries for 12 
months ended March 31, 1937, shows 
net profit of $320,418 after deprecia- 
tion, federal income taxes, etc., equal 
to 22 cents (par $5) on 1,469,800 
shares of capital stock. 


For the 12 months ended March 31, 
1936, the net loss was $27,585. 


The consolidated income account for 
the quarter ended March 31, 1937, is as 
follows: 














2 1937 1936 
Operating revs .... $1,746,304 $1,843,306 
Expenses and taxes 1,876,726 1,890,509 
Depreciation ......... 298,095 328,481 
Geer, FOP scsccccese 428,517 375,684 
Other income ........ 25,782 19,813 
Net loss rane wee $402,735 $355,871 

Twelve months ended March 31: 
Operating revs -»» 9,892,014 8,945,507 
Expenses and taxes 8,360,782 7,671,107 
Depreciation ......... 1,324,260 1,356,952 
Oper. profit 206,972 *82,552 
Other income 113,446 54,967 
Net profit $320,418 $*27,585 
* Loss 


Aviation Corp 

Report of the Aviation Corp. for the 
11 months ended November 30, 1936, 
shows a block of 65,544 shares of Pan 
American at $645,440 or $10 per share 
and a second block 3,053 at $45,795 or 
$15 per share. The total market value 
of these two blocks on November 30, 
1936, was reported at $4,055,820. 


It is also shown in the report that 
Aviation Corp. sold 32,900 shares of 
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A study of the Aviation Averages 
reveals that the last part of the dis- 
tribution phase took place during the 
month of February. During the first 
week of March, the volume of the aver 
ages increased to almost 300,000 shares. 
The failure then to penetrate previous 


present moment, the aviation stocks seem 
to be “basing in’ for an upswing. A 
will come 


break 
30.5 


confirmation of this move 


when the combined averages, 
through the supply, by crossing 
Prudence awaiting this 


suggests con- 





high, signalled the down-turn. At the firmation before buying into the. group 
North American Aviation, and as of Grumman Gets Contract 


Nov. 30, 1937, held 25,000 shares car- 


ried in the balance sheet at $36,927. 
The market value on that date was 
$217,875. 


United, Aircraft Profit 


United Aircraft Corp. and subsidiaries 
for the quarter ended March 31, 1937, 
showed a net profit of $698,852 after 
depreciation, federal income taxes, etc., 
equivalent to 27 cents a share on 2,518,- 
722 average shares of capital stock 
which will be outstanding when all ex- 
changes for common stock of United 
Aircraft & Transport Corp. have been 
affected. 

This compares with $350,952 or 16 
cents a share on 2,109,561 shares in 
the March quarter of 1936. 

The consolidated income account for 
the quarter ended March 31, 1937, com- 
pares as follows: 


1937 1936 
Sales and oper revs .. $6,077,104 $5,198,604 
Costs and expenses 5,184,564 4,802,106 
Depreciation 152,988 139,978 


.. $ 739,552 $ 256,520 
i 79,508 180,906 





Operating profit 
Other income 


Total income ... $ 819,060 $ 437,426 


Other deductions 2,873 10,453 
Federal income tax, etc. 115,305 74,217 
Minority interest 2,030 1,804 

Net profit . $ 698,852 $ 350,952 


Aviation Corp. Reports Loss 

Aviation Corp. and subsidiaries re- 
port for three months ended February 
28, 1937, a net loss of $43,437 after 
depreciation and taxes. 

Income for the period shows net 
sales $977,799; cost sales $904,090; 
gross profit $73,709; other income 
$134,028; total income $207,737; ex- 
penses $220,970; depreciation $26,329; 
estimated normal income tax $3,785; 
net loss $43,347. 


The Navy Department announces that 
a $571,923 contract has been awarded 
to the Grumman Aircraft Corp. for 
15 VJ amphibians to be used for gen- 
eral utility purposes. Some of the 
planes will be used as replacements for 
those now in service and others will 
be assigned to the Naval Reserve, the 
department states. Bids for the con- 
struction of the planes were opened 
April 23 


Fairchild Orders Up 91% 

Fairchild Aviation Corp., who offer 
aerial survey service and manufacture 
navigation instruments and _ aerial 
cameras, reported unfilled orders of 
$1,147,502 as of March 31, 1937 com- 
pared with $599,744 on the same date 
last year, an increase of 91.3%. 

Airplane sales by the Fairchild En- 
gine and Airplane Corp. totaled $129,- 
143 for the quarter March 31, 
1937. 


¢ nde d 


REEVES FIELD OPENED 


Million Dollar Navy Field at 
San Diego in Use 

Reeves Field, the Navy's new million 
dollar airport on Terminal Island, San 
Diego, Calif., was opened on May 15 

The facilities on the 225-acre field 
include a 640-foot concrete overhaul 
apron, a 286-foot concrete seaplane 
ramp, a 227-foot dock, a 1400-foot 
breakwater, 9200 feet and 400-feet- 
wide landplane runways, and water and 
electrical facilities. These have been 
constructed under a WPA-Harbor De- 
partment project. 

The field will serve as the base for 
the 112-plane observation wing of the 
U. S. Fleet 
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“WHISPERING CAMPAIGN” HIT 
BY WACO AS HARMFUL TO ALL 





H. R. Perry Pleads for Fairness In Attempting 
to Stop Wild Gossip About Its Custom Model, 
Faces Issue Squarely; Editorial Points Moral 





wacc AIRCRAFT brought “whis- 
pering campaigns” out into the open 
on May 11 when H. R. Perry, sales 
manager, sent letters to all aviation pub- 
lications attaching copies of the April 
issue of Canadian Aviation containing 
an editorial entitled “Keep the Game 
Clean.” It was Waco’s direct challenge 
to undercover insinuations, whisperings 
and unfavorable statements made against 
the Custom Waco now in wide use on 
the North American continent. 

Reaction of the industry is likely to 
be favorable for Waco’s frank facing 
with frankness of damaging gossip. 

“As many of you know,” Perry wrote 
in his letters, “what the editors of 
Canadian Aviation classify as a ‘whisp- 
ering campaign’ in Canada could better 
be termed a ‘shouting campaign’ in the 
United States; and while I realize your 
opinion may not be as biased as my 
own, I am inclined to believe you will 
join me in doubting the benefit of such a 
campaign to aviation as a whole.” 

Canadian Aviation’s editorial follows: 

“Whispering campaigns are slimy 
things at the best of times, and the 
flying game may congratulate itself that 
it has been so comparatively free from 
them. It makes it all the more painful 
to have to refer to an example that has 
recently come to our attention. The 
under-cover suggestion seems to have 
been spread about that a certain type of 
areoplane widely used in this country 
embodies certain structural defects. The 
apparently wide circulation of this de- 
structive rumor must at all costs be 
arrested, not only in fairness to the 
machine itself and its makers, but for 
the good health of aviation which can- 
not fail to suffer when the safety of 
any aircraft is unfairly impugned. 

“The type referred to is the Custom 
Waco which is giving such excellent and 
dependable service in operations 
throughout Canada. It is, we believe, a 
fact that a species of wing flutter did 
develop in certain Wacos of early 1935 
vintage. This fault was soon recognized, 
however, and corrected by means of 
modification. What makes the sub rosa 
circulation of this story so grossly un- 
fair is the fact, which may be categori- 
cally stated, that no single Waco ma- 
chine which could possibly be heir to 
the above-mentioned failing, has ever 
come into operation in Canada nor can 
ever come into operation or use. Spon- 
sors of the story must be well aware of 
this fact. Those who carelessly or mali- 
ciously pass it on may not be aware of it. 

“Such tactics are unethical in the 
extreme, serving only, in the final analy- 
sis, to discredit their originators. There 
is enough aircraft business today for 
everyone without having to resort to 
means of this kind to get it.” 


Vultee Backlog 

With a backlog of orders from for- 
eign governments totalling between $3,- 
500,000 and $4,000,000, Vultee divi- 
sion of Aviation Manufacturing Cor- 
poration, at Downey, Calif., has enough 
work on hand to keep the factory busy 
for the balance of the year, according 
to Don P. Smith, general manager. 

Personnel has been increased to 600 
with an engineering staff of seventy- 
five. Vultee is producing a speed attack 
bomber, an all-metal low-wing job with 
a high speed of 237 m.p.h. and a cruis- 
ing range of 2700 miles. 


U. A. L. Reports Profit 

The profit of United Air Lines Corp. 
and subsidiaries for the 12 months 
ended March 31, 1937, was $320,418 
after depreciation, federal income taxes, 
etc. equal to 22 cents (par $5) on 1,- 
469,800 shares of capital stock. 

This compares with a net loss of 
$27,585 for the 12 months ended 
March 31, 1936. 

Consolidated income account for the 
quarter ended March 31, 1937, com- 
pares as follows: 


1937 1936 
Operating rev $1,746,304 $1,843,306 
Expenses and taxes 1,876,726 1,890,509 
Depreciation 298,095 328,481 
Operating loss 428,517 375,684 
Other income .... 25,782 19,813 
Net loss 402,735 355,871 


Twelve months ended March 31: 


Operating revenues $9,892,014 $8,945,507 
Expenses and taxes 8,360,782 7,671,107 
Depreciation 1,324,260 1,356,952 
Operating profit ... 206,972 *82,552 
Other income 113,446 $4,967 

320,418 *27,585 


Net profit 
* Loss. 


C. M. C. In Black Again 

Larger sales of airplane engines is a 
contributing factor in the profit ex- 
pected to be reported by continental 
Motors Corp., of Detroit, for the quar- 
ter ended April 30, 1937. The com- 
pany has been in the red for over 
seven years. Size of the profit is not 
known. For the fiscal year ended Oc- 
tober 31, 1936, the company sustained 
a loss of $641,999. Manufacture of 
airplane motors is only a part of Con- 
tinental’s production. 





Ryan on L. A. Exchange 

The Los Angeles Stock Exchange ap- 
proved on May 6 the application of 
Ryan Aeronautical Company to list an 
additional 91,930 shares of its $1 par 
value common, increasing the outstand- 
ing stock to 300,000. The stock will 
be offered to the public when registra- 
tion with the Securities Exchange Com- 
mission becomes effective. A block of 
10,000 shares is being reserved for the 
benefit of company employes under a 
stock purchase plan. 


Complete 54 Ships 
The Consolidated Aircraft Corp. 
completed 54 of 60 PBY-1 patrol 
bombing planes for the Navy early in 
May. Under the contract, $4,993,000 
is involved. Consolidated officials state 
that construction has also been started 
on parts for the PBY-3 planes which 
will be built under a $6,021,000 con- 
tract. 
AA Moves Office 
Fort Worth, May 6—American Air- 
lines moved today into the city’s new 
municipal administration building, va- 
cating its own quarters. The second 
floor has been leased from the city for 
$170 a month, involving a 1,594 square- 
foot area for ten years. 





National Aviation Day 
The Shanley Bill authorizing Presi- 
dent Roosevelt to proclaim May 28 as 
“National Aviation Day’’ was passed 
by the House May 17, supported by 
the militant national defense bloc. 


Aviation 
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Brainard Field 
Hartford, May 11—The Board of 


by a two-hour non-stop airplane serv- Alderman has voted $64,000 for the 
erection under private contract of an 


ice starting May 15. Twenty-one pas- - , ; 
: ~ 2° administration building at Brainard 
senger Douglas DC-3’s are being used : : “od 
A I Aitli 1 ¢ lian Col Field. Estimated cost is $75,000, but 
MOSTAR AGNES ane Lanadian \0l- $11,000 is already available from flood 
onial Airways operate the route joint-  ;ehabilitation funds. The building will 
ly. Newark is now a port of entry in complete the improvement of the field 
the U. S. with quarters established for on which $700,000 Federal and city 
customs officials. money has already been spent 


Montreal Non-Stop 
Montreal was linked to New York 
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DOUGLAS CRITICIZES 
EXPORT BAN EFFORT 
Hits Senate Bloc in Talk Before 
Los Angeles Business Heads; 
Says Exports are Vital 
To Air Industry 


Los Angeles, May 17.—Donald W. 
Douglas, president of the Douglas Air- 
craft Co., criticized the efforts of a 
Senate bloc to prevent the export of 
American-built aircraft in peacetime in 

speech before 200 industrial leaders 
here today. 

Development of its foreign business 
is vital to the aircraft industry, Doug- 
las declared, because research and de- 
velopment of airplanes and engines are 
carried on largely with foreign profits. 

“The American aviation industry in 
936 sold $23,000,000 worth of planes 
nd equipment abroad,” Douglas said. 
This amounted to 20 per cent of the 
industry's total business and provided 
employment for 6000 trained artisans 

Further, because we have sold so 

ny Douglas transports abroad, we 
re gaining from these customers a vast 
mount of valuable engineering knowl- 
edge that would not be otherwise avail- 
ble. In fact our DC transports could 
not have succeeded as they have in the 
United States except for such generous 
support from abroad.” 


Higher Douglas Profit 


Douglas Aircraft reported a net profit 
of $253,580 for the quarter ended Feb. 
28, 1937, after reduction of inventory 
to provide for anticipated losses on 
certain contracts in process, deprecia- 

n and provision for normal federal 
income tax, equal to 45 cents a share on 
560,883 shares of capital stock outstand- 
ng at end of period. Profit in same 
quarter last year was $18,185. 

Net sales for the quarter this year 
amounted to $3,004,837, and were the 
highest for any similar period in the 
company’s history. Last year, same 
quarter, total sales were $449,003. 
Douglas reports its unfilled orders, as 
of May 1, 1937, at $22,347,898, ex- 
clusive of unfilled orders of its wholly 
owned subsidiary, Northrop Corp., 
which on April 8, 1937, had orders on 
hand totalling $6,221,670, or a total 
for the two companies of more than 
$28,000,000. 


The Douglas income account, for 
quarter ended Feb. 28, 1937, is: 
1937 1936 


Sales 


... $3,004,837 $449,003 


St, exp. inv adj. etc. 2,702,576 446,086 
Oper profit : $302,261 $2,917 
Other income (net) 16,365 27,071 
Total income $318,626 $29,988 

preciation 22,930 11,803 
en $295,696 $18,185 
edl inco taxes ....... SRE: sxesee 
N eee $253,580 *$18,185 

*Profit before federal taxes. 


North American Has Profit 


North American Aviation, Inc. 
showed a net profit of $69,051 after 
lepreciation and normal federal income 
taxes, but exclusive of $1,267 realized 
on sale of securities, for the quarter 
ended March 31, 1937. 

his compares with a profit during 

same period last year of $33,869 
before federal 


fter depreciation but 
“ome taxes, 

The manufacturing division reported 
unfilled orders on March 31, 1937 of 
$6,013,556 against $1,094,838 on 
March 31, 1936, 


American 


Beechcraft Jumps Up 

Indicative of the general upward trend 
of aircraft sales, Beech Aircraft Corp, 
reported on May 21 that sales for four 
months up to April 30 totaled $160,462, 
and spare parts, engines, etc., $118,422, 
an aggregate of $278,884. This 
peres with an aggregate of only $183,- 
075, in the ‘same four months of 1936 
Walter H. Beech, president, stated 
that sales this year plus unfilled orders 
to date exceed total 1936 by 
$559,053. 


com- 


sales ot 


Colonial Gets Contract 

Colonial Beach Oil Co. was awarded 
the bulk of aviation gasoline contracts 
by the Navy on May 20, being given 
a contract to supply 206,000 barrels at 
a price of $23,360. Other aviation gas 
awards were: Humble Oil & Refining 
Co., 8,000 barrels at $1,900; Stand- 
ard Oil Co. of Pa., 15,000 barrels at 
$1,687.50; Shell Petroleum Corp., 41,- 
000 barrels at $5,760.00. and Shell 
Union Oil, 300 barrels at $43.35 


Pan Am. Profit $955,352 

The report of Pan American Airways 
Corp. and subsidiaries for the year 
ended Dec. 31, 1936, shows net profit 
of $955,352 after depreciation, federal 
income taxes, etc., equivalent to $1.39 
a share (par $10) on 686,204 shares of 
capital stock outstanding at the close of 
the period. 

This compares with $1,193,732 or 
$1.85 a share on 643,959 shares in 1935. 

The consolidated income account of 
Pan American Airways Corp. and sub- 


sidiaries for the year ended December 
31, 1936, compares as follows: 
1936 1935 
Inco. from oper. $10,643,382 $ 9,715,095 
Other income 274,161 412,742 
Total income . $10,917,543 $10,127,837 


7,568,007 
1,469,866 


6,973,339 
1,180,851 


Oper. expenses etc. . 
Depreciation ..... 


Amortization — 475,404 441,454 
Mis chgs min int etc 142,625 216,385 
a 306,289 122,076 

Net profit ...... $ 955,352 $ 1,193,732 


Dividends .... *1,090,528 *798,916 


0 ee 135,176 $ 394,816 
* Consists of five cash dividends; including 
one payable in following year. 


Curtiss-Wright Corp. 

Curtiss-Wright Corp. and subsidiaries 
showed a net profit for the quartet 
ended March 31, 1937, of $269,251 
after depreciation, interest, federal in- 
come taxes, etc., but before provision 
for surtax on undistributed profits, 
equal to 23 cents a share on 1,158,300 
shares (par $1) of $2 non-cumulative 
Class A stock. In the same quarter a 
year ago the profit was $268,479 or 
23 cents a share on Class A stock. 

Wright Aeronautical Corp., which is 
controlled by Curtiss-Wright, for the 
quarter ended March 31, 1936, showed 
a net profit of $286,353 after charges 
and federal income taxes, but before 
undistributed profits taxes, equal to 
48 cents a share on 599,779 no-par 
shares of capital stock, against $270,019 
or 45 cents a share in the March quarter 
of 1936. Guy W. Vaughan, president, 
estimates that shipments in the next 
three quarters will run from $1,600,000 
to $1,700,000 a month. In the fist 
quarter, shipments were about $1,- 
200,000 a month. 


Louisville Wants Runways 

Louisville, May 5—Wéith the $62,000 
Administration Building at Bowman 
Field nearing completion, the Louisville 
and Jefferson County Air Board is mov- 
ing to secure concrete runways at the 
field at a cost of $300,000. Confer- 
ences are being held with WPA offi- 
cials in Washington to that end. 
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DC-3 Sleeper’s Brakes Believed 
Locked in Mishap 
Kansas City, Mo., May 9.—Nin« 


persons were injured when a giant new 


sleeper plane which Transcontinental 
and Western Air, Inc., was testing 
made a “belly skid’’ landing at the 


municipal airport here. William Coyle, 
the pilot, believed that the brakes on 
the landing wheels locked as he applied 
them to slow up the plane, which is a 
fourth larger than other Douglas planes 
The machine went up on its nose, dam 
aging propellers, landing gear and en- 
gine housing 

The plane was being made ready for 
service on night trips on which the pas 
sengers would be provided with berths 


Sikorsky Gets Order 

The Sikorsky division of the United 
Aircraft Corp. has been awarded a con- 
tract for amphibian transports amount 
ing to $1,960,790 on Navy contract 
500-11 opened May 7, the Aeronautical 
Chamber of Commerce reports 

Wright Aeronautical Corp.,  sub- 
sidiary of Curtiss-Wright Corp., was 
the sole bidder for aircraft engines at 
$177,935 on Navy contract 500-25 
opened May 11 


Wiley Post Memorial 
Oklahoma City, Okla., May 23 
Major James D. Doolittle headed a 
group of 75 pilots and aviation leaders 
who came to this city today for the 
Wiley Post memorial air show of which 
Moss Patterson is chairman. A program 
of air races was under chairmanship of 
Jerry local aviation enthusiast 
About ten army reserve planes were in 

attendance. 


Sass, 


Prop Tears Motor Off 
Northwest Airlines 
Ship 


Although an accurate account of tl 
accident has not been available 
Northwest Airlines Lockheed transp« 
made a forced landing two miles from 
Billings, Mont., 


municipal airport Mon 


day afternoon, May 17, when the ti 


controls were severed by a propellor tif 
that tore its way through the nose of 
the sl ip 

The pilot, Hugh  Rueschenberg 
brought the ship to a safe landing atte 
it had lost one of its two motors It 
is said that the propellor tip shot 
through the ship's nose, missing tl 
pilot's feet by three inches. The land 
ing was made by wing controls alone 
on a prairie near the city. The motor 
hurtled to the ground some distance 
from the point of landing. Only 


month ago Rueschenberg brought his 


ship to a safe landing at Helena Ai 
port after crashing into three whistler 
swan in midair 


Douglas Assets Up 


The Aircraft Co., Inc 


February 28, 


Douglas 
showed total assets on 
1937, of $14,628,078 compared with 
$6,683,962 a year earlier, and profts 
and loss surplus of $2,494,807 against 
$1,281,098. Capital surplus was $4 
156,985 against $1,079,815 
Current assets on February 28, 1937 
including $115,073 cash, amounted to 
$10,316,299 and current liabilities were 
$3,911,752 


BIOGRAPHICAL THRILLS FOR AVIATORS! 


eo 








—" jy; aa 
4 Z| Uys i: 
a ee 


—— ; . 


- 


4"Qey = 


SKY STORMING YANKEE 


The 


Life of Glenn Curtiss 





From the earliest 


pusher” to the latest sleek 


transport plane Clara Studer guides you through 


Glenn Curtiss’ eventful life. 


Fly with Langley 


Selfridge, Beachey—countless other air-pioneers. 


$3.00 


* * * * * * * a. 


It Happens 


Exciting first-hand experiences of 


$1.50 





STACKPOLE SONS 


At booksellers or direct from the publishers 


With a 30-page album of rare photographs 
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ONCE TO EVERY PILOT 


America’s leading aviators 


by CAPTAIN FRANK HAWKS 








HARRISBURG, PA. 
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Educator Predicts 
Students Will Study 
by Air Travel 


It is perfectly conceivable that in 
the not-too-distant future whole classes 
of school children will travel by air- 
plane to visit scenic and _ historical 
sights as part of their geography, his- 
tory and civic class work, in the opin- 
ion of Dr. Harold F. Clark, professor 
of educational economics at Teachers’ 
College, Columbia University. 

In Dr. Clark’s opinion this country 
has not yet even faintly visualized the 
possibilities of travel. Cheaper trans- 
portation costs, he believes, will result 
in the opening up of a vast new field 
of movement of people. In Japan to- 
day, he said, hundreds of thousands of 
school children are taken to scenic sights 
by special trains. The children study in 
advance about the places they plan to 
visit. Geography and history become 
realities by actual travel to places of 
interests. 

“A century ago people traveled 
hardly at all,’ he said. “Only since 
the turn of this century, and particu- 
larly since the war, has the volume of 
travel increased to any extent. But 
we have seen only the barest begin- 
nings. I am certain the time is com- 
ing when school children in the east- 
ern part of the country will be taken 
to the Far West to see at first hand 
such sights as the Grand Canyon, Yel- 
lowstone and Yosemite. We ill have 
geography and history classes traveling 
to foreign nations as part of the school 
work. Why not? If the amount of 
travel was doubled (and even this 
would not be very much) the cost of 
transportation would drop accordingly. 
We haven't begun to realize the edu- 
cational and cultural advantages of 
travel. 

“The air transportation industry has 
a great opportunity to open up this 
new field. The business is there. It's 


there in enormo volume once the 
idea catches on 
Editor's Note—Am-Av would like 


to hear from air traffic agents if trans- 
port planes have ever been chartered 
for educational purposes. Comments 
on Dr. Clark’s opinions, pro and con, 
are invited. 


Ryan Announces Cabin 
Job for Private Owner 


The Ryan Aeronautical Co. announces 
completion of the first plane of a new 
highly advanced design, developed for 
the private owner. A 3-place cabin 
type, it incorporates a new type of 
construction for which is claimed great- 
er ruggedness and durability. All formed 
metal parts are stamped in metal dies 
by a special drop-hammer process. The 
wing, for which patents are pending, 
incorporates a single metal spar. No 
wire or strut bracings are used, the 
wings being full cantilever of sharply 
tapered shape. 

The power plant is a 150 h. p. 
Menasco Pirate. The plane was de- 
signed with the object of producing 
all-around better performance for craft 
of its moderate power. 

The Ryan company plans regular 
production on this model soon in ad- 
dition to its popular S-T series. 


MacCloskey-Rough Wedding 
Helen MacCloskey, Pittsburgh pilot, 
and Howard F. Rough, who becomes 
Assistant Director of the Bureau of 
Air Commerce on July 1, applied for 
a marriage license in Pittsburgh May 
22. No date was set for the wedding. 


American 


AIR BASE OPENED 





$400,000 Coast Guard Unit at San 
Diego Dedicated May 8 

Commemorating the 10th anniver- 
sary of Lindbergh’s start from San 
Diego for his flight to Paris, the 
$400,000 Coast Guard Air Base at 
Lindbergh Field, San Diego, was dedi- 
cated on May 8. 

Construction of the field followed 
the enlargement and deepening of the 
turning basin in the harbor and widen- 
ing and deepening a considerable por- 
tion of the main channel. Rufus 
Choate, harbor commission chairman, 
states that Lindbergh Field enjoys a 
$7,000,000 annual payroll. The next 
projected development, he says, will 
be the dredging of a seaplane runway 
12,000 feet long and 1,400 feet wide. 


Nebraska Airmarking 

WPA labor finished airmarking 44 
Nebraska towns during May. The 
project calls for painting large white 
letters on flat rooftops visible from the 
air, identifying 300 towns and giving 
the distance and direction to the near- 
est airport. Charles Doyle, secretary of 
the state aeronautics commission, says 
the project will be completed late in 


July. 


Air Associates Offer Stock 

Air Associates, Inc. of Garden City, 
N. Y. is offering 40,000 shares of $1 
par value common stock through Rob- 
inson, Miller & Co. and Cohu Brothers 
as principal underwriters. 

The company will use the proceeds 
from the sale of the stock for the ex- 
pansion of its manufacturing facilities, 
for the purchase of equipment, de- 
velopment and engineering expenses, 
for the repayment of bank loans and 
for additional capital. 


W.N.A.A. Elects 


Tulsa, Okla., May 15—Mrs. Moss 
Patterson, of Oklahoma City, was 
elected president of the Women’s Na- 
tional Aeronautical Association at the 
annual convention here. Mrs. Carlos 
Reavis, of Denver, retiring president, 
automatically became Governor-at-Large. 
Other officers included: Mrs. David 
Logg, Seattle, 1st v.p.; Mrs. Gordon L. 
Wright, Tulsa, 2nd v.p.; Mrs. Mark 
B. Beam, Albuquerque, New Mex., 
treasurer, and Miss Dorothy Pressler, 
Tulsa, secretary. 
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Pageantry Marks United's 
Initial Denver Schedule 


Unusual pageantry marked the placing 
of Denver on a transcontinental air 
line route May 15, after a long fight. 
According to the tentative schedule, 
United Air Lines will run one east- 
bound and one westbound flight 
through the Colorado city daily. 

Major Maple T. Harl, chairman of 
the Chamber of Commerce aviation 
committee, and one of the men instru- 
mental in obtaining the transcontinental 
air service for Denver, estimates that 
it will mean six million dollars a year 
for the city. 

At a banquet May 14, attended by 
some 300 people, a distinguished group 
of speakers were on program including 
L. Ward Bannister, chairman of the 
members council of the chamber; Stan- 
ley Wallback, president of the chamber; 
W. A. Patterson, president of United 
Air Lines; Alvin Adams, Western Air 
Express; Col. Junius Jones, command- 
ing officer of the air corps technical 
school at Rantoul, Ill., Maple T. Harl; 
Brig. Gen. Charles F. Humphrey, Fort 
Warren, representing the Secretary of 
War; Mayor Benjamin F. Stapleton; 
Gov. Teller Ammons; Wilson Mc- 
Carthy, president of the Denver and 
Salt Lake Railroad; and Dr. G. M. 
Anderson, representing the Cheyenne 
Chamber of Commerce. 

A parade presenting a pageant of 
transportation progress taking in the 
various modes of travel since the days 
of the Indians was part of the program 
on May 15. Air maneuvers at the air- 
port by the Colorado National Guard 
air squadron under the command of 
Major Virgil D. Stone was also featured. 

Before departures east and west of 
two Douglas Mainliners, they were 
christened at the airport by Lois Jane 
Stapleton, daughter of Mayor Benjamin 
F. Stapleton, and Betty Jane Wallback, 
daughter of Stanley T. Wallback. 

It was estimated that 20,000 persons 
visited the airport during the day. 


B/J Plant Used 


The Glenn L. Martin Company has 
taken over part of the old B/J air- 
craft plant at Dundalk, Md., to accom- 
modate its enlarged staff of engineers 
until its new plant additions are ready 
sometime this summer. Approximately 
70 out of a total of 200 engineers 
now employed by Martin are at the 
B/J plant. The new additions will 
be equipped to house about 450 
engineers. The B/J plant has been 
vacant since North American moved 
to Los Angeles. 





Tricycle Landing Gear Features DC-4 


Douglas Aircraft has released size and 
performance data on the DC-4 which 
that company is building for TWA, 
United Air Lines, American Airlines, 
Pan American and Eastern Airlines. 
First unit is scheduled to take the air 
for initial tests by early fall of this year. 

Notable feature will be the tricycle 
landing gear which will provide level 
landing and add to comfort of pas- 
sengers. This is first instance of the 


Number of Passenger Seanad 
SD .aéncbcee Gabba] s66.000 060 000 te 
Span 

Length 
Height 
Engines 
Cruising Range 
High Speed 
Gross Weight 
Absolute Ceiling 
OA OS ee 
Flight on Two Engines at ........ 
Useful Load 
Mail, Exnress, Baggage ..........-- 
Landing Speed 


Four 


use of a tricycle landing gear on a large 
transport. Army pilots who have been 
testing a similar landing gear at Wright 
Field on a large ship claim experienced 
pilots will find the new arrangement 
far more satisfactory for both landing 
and take-off. 

A fair idea of the DC-4’s size and 
performance may be gained by the fol- 
lowing comparisons with the present 
Douglas DC-3, now in use on several 
major airlines: 


Dc-4 Dc-3 
40 21 
5 3 
138” 3” 95’ 
7° 64’ 5” 
24" 4” 17’ 6” 
@ 1,250 h. p. Two @ 1,100 h. p. 
2,200 mi. 1,800 mi. 
237 m. p. h. 216 m. p. h. 
60,000 Ibs. 24,000 Ibs. 
24,000 ft. 24,000 ft. 
22,900 ft. 21,800 ft. 
7,700 ft On one at 8,200 ft. 
20,000 Ibs 8,294 Ibs. 
6,500 Ibs. 3,450 Ibs. 


682 m. p. h. 64 m. p. h. 


CENSUS OF PILOTS 
BEGUN BY NAVY 


Development of Reservoir List 
of Civilian Pilots for Use 
in War is Aim of Ex- 
tensive Survey 


The Navy Department began on June 
15 a program to develop a large reser- 
voir of civilian pilots for possible use 
in time of war. 

Under the regulations issued by the 
Bureau of Navigation, the commandants 
of each of the fourteen Naval districts 
are instructed to invite qualified civilian 
pilots to register. Such rosters would be 
purely voluntary and would form a 
“secondary line” reserve in addition to 
the regular peacetime Naval reserve. 

According to the records of the Bu- 
reau of Air Commerce, there were 15,- 
429 active licensed male pilots on April 
1, most of whom would be eligible for 
the Navy’s contemplated registration 

“Commandants of the Naval districts 
shall take steps to prepare lists of 
civilian aviators who, by registering with 
the commandants, indicate their will- 
ingness to serve in the aviation branch 
of the Navy in time of war or National 
emergency,” the order said. 

“It is contemplated that such reg- 
istered pilots upon mobilization will be 
given the warrant grade of gunner and 
ordered to Pensacola for a short inten- 
sive flight training course, upon com- 
pletion of which they would be desig- 
nated as naval aviators and commis- 
sioned as ensigns, Naval Reserve.” 

Applicants, it is said, must be male 
citizens between the ages of 18 and 35; 
must be high school graduates and 
must hold active Department of Com- 
merce licenses for private or higher 
classifications. 





Army Considers Insurance 
Instead of Pay Increase 


Insurance rather than increased pay 
is being considered for flyers in the 
Army Air Corps and it is expected that 
such a system will be proposed in the 
1939 Army appropriation bill next year 

Under the plan, single men would be 
insured for $10,000 and married men 
for $20,000. It is felt in some quar- 
ters that a lump sum of this kind would 
be better than the present system of 
flight pay, which averages about $1,500 
per officer per year. 

An opportunity is provided for each 
officer and man to take out war risk in- 
surance to the extent of $10,000, pro- 
vided such action is taken with 120 
days of entrance into the Army. 

According to a statement in the 
Washington (D. C.) Star, Maj. Gen 
Oscar Westover, chief of the Army Air 
Corps, expressed the belief that it might 
be wise for all flyers to carry an amount 
of insurance that would provide the 
same protection for each so far as the 
hazard is concerned. The Air Corps 
chief, according to the Star, suggested 
that the amount of such insurance 
should not be less than $40,000. An- 
other suggestion, according to the ar- 
ticle, is that flying pay be left as it is 
and that it be made mandatory for 
every pilot to take out insurance, the 
premium to be paid out of the flying 
pay. 

R. A. F. AIRPORT 

Great Britain’s Royal Air Force will 
build a new airdrome near Kluang, in 
the Malay State of Johore. An 800- 
acre rubber plantation is the site chosen. 








Aviation Is Growing Up! 
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Twice a Month — 
AMERICAN AVIATION 72°70 8 es 


nation’s newest and fastest growing industry. Entering an exclusive field, 


AMERICAN AVIATION features the BUSINESS side of aeronautics. 


Washington legislation and regulation affecting aviation 
What the nation’s press is saying 

National defense 

Airports and airway construction 


Business and finance (aviation stock chart) 





Aviation Radio 
Air education 
New equipment and contracts 


Transportation and traffic problems 


Airway safety (accident reports) 


AMERICAN AVIATION is completely independent — its editorial 
voice will be constructive and vigorous. 
No one connected with aviation can afford to be without this 


new twice-monthly service. 
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